
MARATHON COUNTY 
ALTERNATIVE ENERGY PROJECT LOCAL IMPACT ADVISORY 
COMMITTEE – HUB CITY WIND FARM 

   AGENDA 
 
Date & Time of Meeting: Monday, May 18th, 2026, 4:30PM 
Meeting Location: Marathon County Courthouse Assembly Room: 500 Forest Street, Wausau, WI 54403 
Committee Mission Statement: The Alternative Energy Project Local Impact Advisory Committee shall 
provide insight to the Executive Committee regarding the concerns of local landowners and units of government 
relative to the impact of proposed large scale alternative energy projects with the intent that the information aid 
the Marathon County Executive Committee in providing guidance regarding the negotiation and ultimate 
consideration of a Joint Development Agreement between Marathon County and the project developer by the 
County Board of Supervisors. 

Members: John Robinson– Chair, Chris Dickinson- Vice-Chair, Al Drabek, Wayne Hagen, Kelly Coyle, 
Duane Gau, Deb Derfus, Mark Krause, Mark Radke, Joe Brueggen, Kurt Jochimsen, Mitch 
Maguire, Charles Newcomb 

 
Persons wishing to attend the meeting by Webex/phone may call into the telephone conference ten (10) 
minutes prior to the start time indicated above using the following number: 
 

Phone Number: +1-408-418-9388  Access Code/Meeting Number: 2482 290 3069 
 

1. Call Meeting to Order 
2. Policy Issues Discussion and Committee Determination to the Executive Committee 

for Consideration and Possible Action - None 
3. Educational Presentations & Discussion 

A. Purpose of the Committee and Outcomes 
B. Anticipated Committee Meeting Schedule and Public Input Process Timeline 
C. Overview of Project – Alliant Energy - Hub City Wind Farm 
D. Initial Conversation on Areas of Known Concern or Opportunity  
E. Opportunity for Public Comment/Input – members of the public in attendance will have 

the opportunity to offer comments to committee members. The Chair will apportion time 
to speakers that express a desire to offer comments based on the number of 
registrants.  

4. Next Meeting Time, Location, and Agenda Items  
Committee Members are asked to bring ideas for future discussion; next meeting  

5. Announcements / Requests 
6. Adjournment 

Any person planning to attend this meeting who needs some type of special accommodation in order to participate should call the County 
Clerk’s Office at 715-261-1500 one business day before the meeting. 
 
Please take note that a quorum of members of the Marathon County Board of Supervisors and/or any of its subordinate bodies 
may be present at this meeting. The County Board of Supervisors and any committees other than AEPLIAC will not hold formal 
meetings at this time. This notice is provided in accordance with State ex rel. Badke v. Greendale Village Bd., 173 Wis.2d 
553,494 N.W.2d 408 (1993). 
 

 
   SIGNED       s/s   John Robinson  

Presiding Officer or Designee 
EMAILED TO: Wausau Daily Herald, City Pages, and other Media Groups  NOTICE POSTED AT THE COURTHOUSE  
EMAILED BY: LM           BY:       
DATE & TIME:05/14/26; 1:30PM       DATE & TIME:      
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Purpose of the Committee & Outcomes 

Committee rules are outlined in Chapter 2.05(11) of the Marathon County General Code of Ordinances. 

Mission/purpose: The Alternative Energy Project Local Impact Advisory Committee shall provide insight to 
the Executive Committee regarding the concerns of local residents and units of government relative to the 
impact of proposed large scale alternative energy projects with the intent that the information aid the 
Marathon County Executive Committee in providing guidance regarding the negotiation and ultimate 
consideration of a Joint Development Agreement between Marathon County and the project developer by 
the County Board of Supervisors.  

Membership: Appointed by the County Board Chair. Equal membership from county board supervisors and 
municipalities impacted by a large-scale alternative energy project. If the number of municipalities impacted 
is less than three, there will still be a minimum of three county board supervisors appointed. The committee 
also includes a representative with expertise in the specific alternative energy system (e.g., wind, solar, 
etc.,) at issue.  

Term: Not to exceed 75 days. For this committee the term will expire on July 13, 2026. 

Reporting Relationship: The Alternative Energy Project Local Impact Advisory Committee shall report to 
the Executive Committee. 

Overview of Duties and Responsibilities: 

• The committee shall gather public input through a public meeting, to aid in the development of the final
report to the Executive Committee.

• The committee shall provide its final report to the Marathon County Executive Committee. A copy of said
report shall be provided to the Clerk of each municipality within the alternative energy project area.

• The final report shall provide information regarding the following:
a. A summary of local resident (i.e., those on which project infrastructure will be located

and adjacent residents) concerns relative to the project, including but not limited to siting,
setbacks from residential and agricultural facilities, and environmental health impacts.

b. A summary of the concerns relative to the project’s impact on county government
infrastructure.

c. A summary of emergency response concerns related to the project throughout the
anticipated life of the project.

d. A summary of decommissioning concerns and expectations of local stakeholders.
e. Any other information or recommendation that the committee believes will assist the

Executive Committee in its efforts to mitigate the impacts of the projects and to project
the public health, safety, general welfare and county government interest through the
negotiation and consideration of a Joint Development Agreement.

• In conducting its business under this subsection, the Committee shall follow all applicable rules of the
Board of Supervisors and hold meetings at the Marathon County Courthouse Assembly Room.

Baseline Expectations for Committee Meetings and Conduct: 

• Focus on the purpose of the committee and the agenda.
• Be respectful.
• Be solution oriented. This is our opportunity to give input to the Executive Committee and the County

Board on what the community would like to see in an agreement, should the County enter one.
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Alternative Energy Project Local Impact Advisory Committee 
Hub City Wind Farm Committee Approximate Timeline 

-Subject to Change- 

 
Week of May 18th:  

• Initial organizational meeting of the committee.  
• Presentation from Alliant Energy.  
• Review areas of concern and opportunity.  
• Initial opportunity for public input. 

 

Week of May 25th: 
• No committee meeting 
• Online public input survey posted on website. Open through June 19th. 

 

Week of June 1st: 
• Second committee meeting. 
• Identify any other information the committee may need staff to gather. 
• Review areas of concern and opportunity.  
• Brief overview of the public input event in June, with opportunity for committee to provide 

suggestions on information to be gathered. 
• Additional opportunity for public input. 

 
Between June 11th & 19th 

• One public input event to be held at Lake View Conference Center in Wausau. 
 

Week of June 22nd:  
• Third committee meeting with staff report on Public Input Event. 
• Present outline of community concerns and revise areas of concern and opportunity 

based on public feedback and committee discussion, if needed. 
• Final opportunity for public input. 

 

Week of July 6th:  

• Draft Report  
• Possible committee meeting – feedback could be gathered via email. 

 

Week of July 13th 

• Final Report  
• Final Committee meeting to adopt and send report to Executive Committee 
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Area of Concern/Area of Opportunity 
Working Draft  

The topics below are intended to help guide discussion about what may be included in 
an agreement related to the Hub City Wind project development. These topics are not 
meant to be all inclusive and are still in development. 

Potential Categories that could be addressed in an agreement: 

1. Roads, Traffic and Infrastructure  
Example concerns or opportunities: 

• Increased traffic or road damage  
• Construction haul routes  
• Safety concerns at intersections  
• Utility or infrastructure needs for construction and operation 

Possible ideas to address in the agreement: 
• Preferred truck routes  
• Road maintenance agreements  
• Traffic safety improvements  
• Developer contributions for infrastructure maintenance and upgrades  

2. Public Safety and Emergency Services 
Example concerns or opportunities: 

• Emergency response preparedness  
• Traffic safety concerns  
• Impacts on fire, EMS, or law enforcement services 

Possible ideas to address in the agreement: 
• Emergency response planning  
• Coordination with local agencies  
• Funding or support for equipment and training 

3. Environmental Considerations 
Example concerns or opportunities: 

• Water quality or stormwater concerns  
• Wetlands, wildlife, or natural resource impacts  
• Noise, air quality, or lighting concerns 

Possible ideas to address in the agreement: 
• Environmental protections and monitoring  
• Stormwater management measures  
• Restoration or mitigation efforts 

 



 

4 
 

 

• Wildlife protection measures (i.e. Paint one blade to prevent bird 
casualties) 

• Identify rare and endangered species and protection measures 

4. Agricultural Impacts 
Example concerns or opportunities: 

• Impacts to farmland or drainage  
• Soil compaction concerns  
• Access to agricultural lands 

Possible ideas to address in the agreement: 
• Drainage protections  
• Soil restoration requirements  
• Coordination with farming operations 

5. Construction Impacts 
Example concerns or opportunities: 

• Noise, dust, lighting, or vibration  
• Construction timing and communication  
• Temporary impacts on nearby properties or businesses 

Possible ideas to address in the agreement: 
• Construction hour limits  
• Dust and noise control measures  
• Public communication and notification plans  
• Complaint response procedures 

6. Jobs and Local Economic Benefits 
Example concerns or opportunities: 

• Local hiring opportunities  
• Support for local businesses  
• Workforce training opportunities 

Possible ideas to address in the agreement: 
• Local contractor participation  
• Apprenticeship or internship programs  
• Workforce partnerships or job fairs 

7. Property & Land Use 
Example concerns or opportunities: 

• Compatibility with neighboring properties  
• Setbacks, buffers, or screening needs  
• Future land use concerns 
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Possible ideas to address in the agreement: 
• Landscaping or visual screening  
• Access or easement agreements  
• Property owner coordination measures 

8. Community Character & Quality of Life 
Example concerns or opportunities: 

• Visual appearance of the project  
• Noise or lighting impacts  
• Community identity or rural character 

Possible ideas to address in the agreement: 
• Design standards  
• Landscaping requirements  
• Noise or lighting limitations 

9. Land Use Planning  
Example concerns or opportunities: 

• Long-term land use planning needs  
• Managing future growth and development pressures  
• Compatibility with surrounding land uses  
• Planning for future infrastructure and community services  

Possible ideas to address in the agreement: 
• Funding assistance for local land use or comprehensive planning efforts  
• Support for Town or County planning studies and updates  
• Coordination on future land use and development planning  
• Planning funds to help communities address long-term project-related 

impacts  
• Collaboration on future zoning, infrastructure, or development planning 

efforts 

10. Utility Shared Revenue 
Example concerns or opportunities: 

• Community investment opportunities  
• Shared revenue or local funding  
• Public improvements 

Possible ideas to address in the agreement: 
• Revenue-sharing agreements  
• Community improvement funding  
• Park, trail, or facility improvements 
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11. Decommissioning & Site Restoration 
Example concerns or opportunities: 

• Removal of facilities at the end of the project  
• Site cleanup and restoration  
• Financial responsibility for decommissioning 

Possible ideas to address in the agreement: 
• Decommissioning plans  
• Financial guarantees or bonding  
• Restoration standards and timelines 

12. Information Sharing 
Example concerns or opportunities: 

• Changes in company ownership  
• Construction or major maintenance updates 
• Scope changes, expansion of project, etc. 

Possible ideas to address in the agreement: 
• Clauses requiring notification 

 
13. Other Project-Specific Concerns or Opportunities 

Describe the concern, opportunity, or desired outcome: 

Possible ideas to address in the agreement: 
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