MARATHO"N MARATHON COUNTY PARKS, FORESTRY, and RECREATION
R o COMMITTEE AGENDA
O
Date and Time of Meeting: Tuesday, June 2, 2026, at 1:00pm
Meeting Location: Parks Conference Room #089, 518 South 7™ Avenue, Wausau, WI 54401 (enter at
Door 518F off of Garfield Ave just outside the east entrance to Marathon Park)

MEMBERS: Rick Seefeldt (Chairman), Jean Maszk (Vice Chair), Jerry Kurth, Evan Ensign, Gabriella
Humblet, Citizen Representative

Marathon County Mission Statement: Marathon County Government serves people by leading, coordinating, and
providing county, regional, and statewide initiatives. It directly or in cooperation with other public and private partners
provides services and creates opportunities that make Marathon County and the surrounding area a preferred place to live,
work, visit, and do business.

Parks, Recreation and Forestry Department Mission Statement: Adaptively manage our park and forest lands for natural
resource sustainability while providing healthy recreational opportunities and unique experiences making Marathon County
the preferred place to live, work, and play.

The meeting site identified above will be open to the public. People wishing to attend the meeting by phone may
call into the telephone conference beginning ten (10) minutes prior to the start-time indicated above using the
following number: Phone Number: 1-408-418-9388 Access Code: 2491 029 7889 Meeting password:
8whQbEuxk45. When you enter the telephone conference, PLEASE PUT YOUR PHONE ON MUTE!

Agenda Items:
1. Call to Order

2. Public Comment (15-minute limit) (Any person who wishes to address the County Board, or one of its
committees, during the “Public Comment” portion of meetings, must provide his or her name, address, and the topic he
or she wishes to present to the Marathon County Clerk or chair of the committee, no later than five minutes before the
start of the meeting.)

3. Approval of the Minutes of Tuesday, May 5, 2026, Committee Meeting

4. Policy Issues for Discussion and Committee Determination
A. Discussion and Possible Action by Committee —

1.Bluegill Bay Encroachment

2.Bluegill Bay Easement/Land Purchase Request

3.Capital Improvement Project Requests (Overview will be provided at the meeting)
Dells of Eau Claire Paving
Marathon Park Fence
Marathon Park Road and Trail Resurfacing
Annual Restroom Replacement (Burma/Bitzke)
Sealcoat Peoples Sports Complex Parking Lots
Marathon Junction Building
g. Peoples Sports Complex Restroom Install

000 T

5. Operational Functions Required by Statute, Ordinance or Resolution:
A. Discussion and Possible Action by Committee
1. Review Timber Bids and Award Contracts (Copies will be distributed at the committee
meeting).
2.Consider Timber Sale Extension Requests



B. Discussion and Possible Action by Committee to Forward to the Environmental Resource
Committee for its Consideration — None

6. Policy Issues for Discussion and Committee Determination for Consideration by
Environmental Resources Committee — None

7. Educational Presentations/Outcome Monitoring Reports

DNR Liaison Report

Spring Recreational Trails Opening Date

Nine Mile Forest Unit Events

Wisconsin Conservation Congress Spring Hearings

Park Updates (Big Rapids, Cherokee, Courthouse Square, Marathon Park, Rib Falls,
Campgrounds)

moowy

8. Next Meeting Date, Time, Location: Tuesday, June 30, 2026, at 1pm, at 518 South 7t
Avenue, Room 089, Wausau, WI 54401 or via Webex unless changed under 4A2.
A. Announcements/Requests/Correspondence
B. Future Agenda Items: Timber Sale Closeout, Comprehensive Outdoor Recreation Plan
Update

9. Adjournment

SIGNED /s/ Jamie Polley
PRESIDING OFFICER OR DESIGNEE

ANY PERSON PLANNING TO ATTEND THIS MEETING WHO NEEDS SOME TYPE OF SPECIAL ACCOMMODATION IN
ORDER TO PARTICIPATE SHOULD CALL THE COUNTY CLERK'S OFFICE AT 261-1500 OR E-MAIL
COUNTYCLERK@MARATHONCOUNTY.GOV ONE BUSINESS DAY BEFORE THE MEETING.

NOTICE POSTED AT COURTHOUSE:

EMAILED TO: Daily Herald and other News Media Groups By:
EMAILED BY: Winnie Parker Date:
EMAIL DATE/TIME: May 28, 2026, 4:00 pm Time: am/pm



mailto:COUNTYCLERK@MARATHONCOUNTY.GOV

PARKS, FORESTRY, and RECREATION COMMITTEE May 5, 2026
MINUTES 1:00 pm

Members present: Rick Seefeldt (chair), Jean Maszk (Vice Chair), Jerry Kurth, Evan Ensign, Gabriella Humblet — Citizen
Representative

Staff present: Jamie Polley — Director Parks, Recreation and Forestry Department, Andy Sims — Assistant Director of
Operations, Tom Lovlien — Forest Administrator, Joe Tucker — County Forester

Others present: Jeff Sorenson — DNR Liaison

1. Call Meeting to Order — The meeting was called to order by Chair Seefeldt at 1:00 pm, 518 South 7" Ave, Room 089,
Wausau, WI 54401. Official notice and the agenda for the meeting were posted publicly in accordance with State statutes.

2. Public Comment — none brought forward.

3. Approve Minutes — Motion / second by Maszk / Kurth to approve the minutes from the March 31, 2026, regular
Forestry/Recreation Committee meeting. Motion carried by voice vote; vote reflected as 5-0.

4. Policy Issues for Discussion and Committee Determination

A. Discussion and Possible Action by Committee —

1. Department Overview and Committee Orientation — Polley gave overview and committee orientation. Questions
were answered and discussion followed.

2. Establish Remaining 2026 Committee Meeting Dates and Times — Tuesday before the first Thursday of every
month at 1:00 pm — June 2, 30; August 4; September 1, 29; November 3; December 1.

5. Operational Functions Required by Statute, Ordinance, or Resolution —

A. Discussion and Possible Action by Committee

1. Review Timber Bids and Award Contracts — Tucker presented on the Timber Bid opening. There were 19 bids for
four of the five new sales and no bids for two previous sales, Tract 6-25 and 7-25. Tract 1-26, Lonely Raptor, went to
Smola Enterprises. Tract 3-26, New Oak, went to Tigerton Lumber Company, and Tract 5-26, Hidden Pine, went to
Twin Forest. One bid was rejected as it was received under the minimum advertised value. Motion/Second by
Maszk/Ensign to award contracts # 1-26, 3-26, and 5-26 to the high bidders as presented. Motion carried by voice
vote; vote reflected as 5-0.

2. Timber Sale Closeouts

a) Arndt Forest Products Contract #709-21 — A closeout summary was previously provided. Tucker reported
that the estimated number of tons was 3835, and 4146.49 tons were cut. In addition, the estimated number of
MBF was 170.0, and 279.89 MBF was cut. Total revenue for this sale was $102,879.41. Tucker
recommended closing contract #709-21 and returning their Letter of Credit. Motion / second by Seefeldt /
Kurth to approve the Closeout for Arndt Forest Products Contract 709-21. Motion carried by voice vote; vote
reflected as 5-0.

b) Welter Forest Products Inc Contract #718-22 A closeout summary was previously provided. Tucker
reported that the estimated number of tons was 4250, and 3790.58 tons were cut. In addition, the estimated
number of MBF was 163.0, and 64.07 MBFs was cut. Total revenue for this sale was $50,501.90. Tucker
recommended closing contract #718-22 and returning their cash bond of $21,331.25 and remaining balance of
$18,221.73. Motion /second by Maszk/Kurth to approve the Closeout for Welter Forest Products Inc
Contract#718-22. Motion carried by voice vote; vote reflected as 5-0.



PARKS, FORESTRY, and RECREATION COMMITTEE May 5, 2026
MINUTES 1:00 pm

B. Discussion and Possible Action by Committee to Forward to the Environmental Resource Committee for its
Consideration — None

6. Policy Issues for Discussion and Committee Determination for Consideration by Environmental Resources Committee
— None

7. Educational Presentations/Outcome Monitoring Report —

A. DNR Liaison Report — Sorenson gave a brief summary of the history and description of the partnership the DNR has
with forestry programs in each participating Wisconsin county. The County Forest Program is enrolled in County Forest
Law. Once a county has enrolled into the program it is very difficult to unenroll. Land that is enrolled is eligible for
special grants and loans for which they would otherwise be ineligible. He provided a handout for eligible grants and
loans. Each county has its own liaison with a set time-standard based on the acreage in that county. The bulk of
Sorenson’s time is spent working directly with the County Forester in timber sale establishment and managing
sustainability as well as overseeing best practices. As of May 2, 2026, the DNR staff had completed 565.5 of their 660
time-standard hours, and Sorenson completed 472.50 of 535 personal goal time-standard hours, for 2025-2026. Sorenson
assisted Tucker with property boundary line placement on the Burma Forest Unit, reconned a future red pine sale in the
Nine Mile Forest Unit, helped mark a hardwood sale on the Burma Forest Unit, and inspected the Ringle and
Kronenwetter Forest Units for storm-related damage.

8. Next Meeting Date, Time, Location: Tuesday, June 2, 2026, 1:00 pm, 518 South 7" Avenue, Room 089, Wausau, WI
54401 or via Webex

A. Announcements/Requests/Correspondence —
Park Updates:

1. Big Rapids — The playground is set to be finished, and staff will make some repairs due to washouts.

2. Campgrounds — Open May 1.

3. Courthouse Square/LuLu B Jacobs Park — The relandscaping and rededication of the LuLu B Jacobs Park is in
progress. The concrete has been cut, walls removed, and trees and stumps removed. The new retaining wall is under
construction.

4. Dells of Eau Claire — We have made repairs to the road edge and Manager’s Cabin road that were damaged due to
the flooding. Dam debris removal will be scheduled soon now that road limits are lifted.

5. Marathon Park — Staff planted 13 trees that were donated by a resident; this person also donated their labor. We are
preparing for the installation of the Splash Pad concrete. Many ice arena repairs that were identified as part of the mat
project have been completed: vents on roof, heater exhaust vents, roof flashing around pipes. There are a few more
repairs within the refrigeration room that are scheduled for completion.

6. Mission Lake and Norrie — Both locations sustained significant ice damage; this damage will be addressed after road
limits are lifted.

7. Mountain Bay Trail — Ringle rest area has significant tornado damage, but the trail is clear in this section. There are
other areas to the east that were too wet to assess, but likely sustained ice damage. Cleanup will take place as time and
equipment are available.

8. Rib Falls — The playground restoration to be completed soon. The new vault restroom installation is scheduled for
May 18.

9. Peoples Sports Complex — Started hosting games on April 26 and will host the Spring Cup the weekend of May 1.
10. Sunnyvale Softball — Dugouts and press boxes on fields 2 and 4 are complete. The fencing still needs to be installed.

B. Future Agenda Items: Timber Sale Closeout, Review Timber Bids and Award Contracts, Timber Sale Extension
Requests for Contracts Expiring June 30, 2026.

9. Adjourn — Motion / second by Maszk/Kurth to adjourn the meeting at 2:11 pm Motion carried by voice vote; vote
reflected as 5-0.



PARKS, FORESTRY, and RECREATION COMMITTEE May 5, 2026
MINUTES 1:00 pm



O, MARATHON COUNTY AGENDA
e .. MEMORANDUM

COUNTY .\
TO: Parks, Forestry and Recreation Committee
FROM: Jamie Polley, Director of Parks, Recreation & Forestry
DATE: June 2, 2026

SUBJECT: Bluegill Bay Encroachment

Action Requested
The Committee is asked to review the encroachment into Bluegill Bay Park and determine if the

encroachment should be removed or make a recommendation to develop an encroachment agreement or
pursue sale of a portion of the land.

Background
Following a request to clean up trees and yard waste in Bluegill Bay Park by one of neighboring properties it

was discovered that a property was clearing trees and understory into the park. Parks, Recreation & Forestry
(PRF) staff worked with the County Surveyor to have the park boundary surveyed to clearly delineate the
park property from the private property.

Once the property was marked it came to our attention that the property located at 226323 Kinglet Circle
had constructed a paver brick patio that is almost entirely on park property (the line goes from the brown
stake through the white pine opposite the patio). The property line in that location deviates from a relatively
straight line, which cuts off what they thought was their back yard.

The property owner is requesting permission to keep the patio in its current location or purchase that
segment of park property.



Governing Statute/Ordinance/Policy

The County does not have a specific ordinance relating to encroachments on park property other than Sec.
19.01 (1)(b) - County park. The terms "County park" and "park” mean all lands and water previously and
subsequently acquired by the County for park or recreational purposes or placed under the jurisdiction of
the Commission and including without limitation, parks, beaches, and privately owned lands, the use of
which has been granted or leased to the County for park, recreational or like public purposes under this
subchapter.

Sec. 19.01 (8)(b) Public Utilities and Private Construction

1. No curb, whether stone, concrete or grass, shall be cut for the purpose of constructing a private
driveway across any parkway border nor for any other purpose, without written permission of the
Commission.

2. The location, width, grade and construction of all paths, driveways and roadways across any
sidewalk border along any parkway shall be subject to the approval of and constructed only after
written permission is obtained from the Commission.

3. Every person who receives a permit to open a trench, cut a curb or deposit materials in or upon
any park or parkway shall at all times after such work has been commenced or materials deposited
and until the same has been completed and all accumulations of materials resulting from such work
have been removed so guard and protect the same that persons driving or passing along the
roadway or sidewalk in the vicinity of the place where the work is being done shall not be likely to
meet with any accident therefrom; and shall from sunset to sunrise while such work is in progress
cause the same to be securely fenced and guarded by a warning light or lights placed in a
conspicuous position and so secured that the same shall not be extinguished.

And Sec. 19.04 (1) (a) Destruction and Entry

(a) Deface, remove or destroy. No person shall disturb, molest, deface, remove or destroy any
trees, shrubs, plants, or other natural growth, or natural or archeological feature; disturb or
remove shoreline rip-rap; carve on any rocks, archaeological or geological features, signs, walls
or structures; drive nails in trees or move, deface or vandalize in any manner any structures
including buildings, signs, fences, tables or other County property. Edible fruits, nuts, wild
mushrooms and wild asparagus may be picked or gathered without a permit, except on State
Natural Areas.

Discussion/Analysis
The land making up Bluegill Bay Park was dedicated for park purposes on April 20", 1966 by the Marathon

County Board of Supervisors. In May, 2026 the Marathon County Park Commission reviewed a request for
the possible purchase of park land at SunnyVale Park and motioned to not sell land dedicated for park
purposes.

The committee should consider a number of factors including, what is the public benefit to granting the
request, what precedent is set if an encroachment were approved or land was sold for private use and will



this create new administrative burdens to monitor use of the property to make sure it complies with the sale

or encroachment.

Recommendation
The Committee is asked to review the encroachment into Bluegill Bay Park and determine if the
encroachment should be removed or make a recommendation to develop an encroachment agreement or

pursue sale of a portion of the land.

Attachments and References
GIS printout of the lot is attached.

Financial Review
Directing its removal will have no financial impact to the County. Allowing the encroachment to remain or

recommending the sale of a portion of the property will financially impact the County through the requirement of
significant staff time, legal fees, and appraisal of the property. Revenue from the sale of the land could offset some

expenses.
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. "’ MARATHON COUNTY AGENDA
MARATHON MEMORANDUM

COUNTY e
TO: Parks, Forestry and Recreation Committee
FROM: Jamie Polley, Director of Parks, Recreation & Forestry
DATE: June 2, 2026

SUBJECT: Bluegill Bay Easement/Land Purchase Request

Action Requested
The Committee is asked to review a request for an easement or land purchase of a portion of Bluegill Bay

Park to install an access road from Parrot Lane to the back of a private property.

Background
The homeowner located at 226671 Swan Ave is requesting an easement of roughly 15’ in width across

Bluegill Bay parkland from Parrot Lane to the back of his property to access a garage in his back yard. If an
easement is not an option he is requesting the ability to purchase the property.

The area of park that he is requesting is currently wooded.

Governing Statute/Ordinance/Policy

The County does not have a specific ordinance relating to easement on park property. Below are a few
ordinances that define park property and the requirements for private construction that could be of some
relevance.

Sec. 19.01 (1)(b) - County park. The terms "County park" and "park" mean all lands and water previously and
subsequently acquired by the County for park or recreational purposes or placed under the jurisdiction of
the Commission and including without limitation, parks, beaches, and privately owned lands, the use of



which has been granted or leased to the County for park, recreational or like public purposes under this
subchapter.

Sec. 19.01 (8)(b) Public Utilities and Private Construction

1. No curb, whether stone, concrete or grass, shall be cut for the purpose of constructing a private
driveway across any parkway border nor for any other purpose, without written permission of the
Commission.

2. The location, width, grade and construction of all paths, driveways and roadways across any
sidewalk border along any parkway shall be subject to the approval of and constructed only after
written permission is obtained from the Commission.

3. Every person who receives a permit to open a trench, cut a curb or deposit materials in or upon
any park or parkway shall at all times after such work has been commenced or materials deposited
and until the same has been completed and all accumulations of materials resulting from such work
have been removed so guard and protect the same that persons driving or passing along the
roadway or sidewalk in the vicinity of the place where the work is being done shall not be likely to
meet with any accident therefrom; and shall from sunset to sunrise while such work is in progress
cause the same to be securely fenced and guarded by a warning light or lights placed in a
conspicuous position and so secured that the same shall not be extinguished.

And Sec. 19.04 (1) (a) Destruction and Entry

(a) Deface, remove or destroy. No person shall disturb, molest, deface, remove or destroy any
trees, shrubs, plants, or other natural growth, or natural or archeological feature; disturb or
remove shoreline rip-rap; carve on any rocks, archaeological or geological features, signs, walls
or structures; drive nails in trees or move, deface or vandalize in any manner any structures
including buildings, signs, fences, tables or other County property. Edible fruits, nuts, wild
mushrooms and wild asparagus may be picked or gathered without a permit, except on State
Natural Areas.

Discussion/Analysis
The land making up Bluegill Bay Park was dedicated for park purposes on April 20", 1966 by the Marathon

County Board of Supervisors. In May, 2026 the Marathon County Park Commission reviewed a request for
the possible purchase of park land at SunnyVale Park and motioned to not sell land dedicated for park
purposes.

The committee should consider a number of factors including, what is the public benefit to granting the
request, what precedent is set if an easement were approved or land was sold for private use and will this
create new administrative burdens to monitor use of the property to make sure it complies with the sale or
easement. The county has not previously given easements over park property for private use. With this
request there is also an impact to adjacent property owners who currently abut the park property.



Recommendation
The Committee is asked to review a request for an easement or land purchase of a portion of Bluegill Bay
Park to install an access road from Parrot Lane to the back of a private property.

Attachments and References
GIS printout of the lot is attached.

Financial Review
Making a recommendation to allowing the easement or recommending the sale of a portion of the property will

financially impact the County through the requirement of significant staff time, legal fees, and appraisal of the property.
Revenue from the sale of the land could offset some expenses.
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TIMBER SALE EXTENSION REQUESTS

1. Sales that are 3 years old on June 30, 2026

(1st Extension Requests)

CONTRACT #

#722-23
#724-23

2. Sales that are 3 years old on June 30, 2026

PURCHASER

Flannel Fleet Logging
Midwest Hardwoods Co.

(2nd Extension Request)

CONTRACT #

#723-23

2. Sales that are 4 years old on June 30, 2026

PURCHASER

Bell Timber Inc.

(2nd Extension Request)

CONTRACT #

#712-22

PURCHASER

Briarton Logging Co.

% COMPLETED BY

VOLUME
0%
0%

% COMPLETED BY

VOLUME
100%

% COMPLETED BY

VOLUME
30%

SEASON

Winter Only
Winter Only

SEASON

Summer/Fall

SEASON

Winter Only

JUNE 2026

RECOMMENDATION

15% Increase
15% Increase

RECOMMENDATION

0% Increase

RECOMMENDATION

10% Increase



Marathon County Forestry Committee

June 2™, 2026 Meeting

e 0On5/22/26, combined DNR staff has completed 619 hours or 94% of the 660 time standard
hours covering 90% of the time period for fiscal year ‘25/°26. | hope to surpass the time
standard target by our June 2" meeting.

e 0n5/22/26, Sorenson has completed 524 hours or 98% of the 535 hour personal goal time
standard hours covering 90% of the time period for fiscal year 25/°26.

e In May, | worked on timber sale preparation field work in the Burma, Ringle and Hewitt/Harrison
forest units. All field work for these sales will be completed by the end of May. Tucker and | also
reconned our next timber sale on the Wisconsin River forest unit. | will be also helping Tucker

with Garlic Mustard removal on the Burma forest unit the last week of May.

e InJune, | will continue trying to get ahead of any timber sale preparation work and any other
field work needed prior to the hiring of our new assistant administrator forester.

Respectfully submitted,
Jeff Sorenson

Jeff Sorenson

Wisconsin DNR — Marathon County Forest Liaison



NINE MILE COUNTY FOREST UNIT

2026 SCHEDULED EVENTS

1. TREKWORS Race -June 12-14

2. Wausau 24 Bike Race - July 24-26**

3. Mosinee Cross Country Race — September 1

4. Marathon Cross County Race — September 3

5. RAGNAR Running Race - September 16-20**

6. Mosinee Cross Country Race — September 22

**Trails Closed to Public During Event



milwaukee journal sentinel

OUTDOORS

Strong support at spring hearings for
increased DNR funding, Stewardship

Paul A. Smith
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

May 12, 2026, 5:15a.m. CT

Key Points

Wisconsin residents showed strong support for increasing funding for the Department of Natural Resources at
recent public hearings.

A proposal for a 0.125% statewide sales tax to fund conservation programs was supported by 79% of
respondents.

Reauthorizing the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program, the state's land acquisition program, received 90%
approval.

Wisconsin residents at the 2026 spring hearings showed strong support for
increasing funding for the Department of Natural Resources and for
reauthorizing the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program.

A 0.125% statewide sales tax to benefit DNR conservation programs, for example,
was supported by 79% of Wisconsin residents who expressed an opinion on the
topic and the Stewardship Program was backed by 90%.

However, the sentiment won't matter unless the Legislature acts on the items,
something it has failed to do for 20 years on DNR funding issues and in the last
legislative session for KNSP as the program was facing its deadline.

"With this degree of support I think it could give the Republicans some cover,"
said Bud Fuchs of Hudson, retired U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service manager and
author of one of two questions on the ballot regarding the "Missouri model," or a
0.125% statewide sales tax for conservation.



Republicans have controlled the Wisconsin Legislature since 2011. Nearly all
resident fishing and hunting license fees have been unchanged since 2005,
causing revenue shortfalls and forcing the DNR to cut programs and leave
positions vacant. The agency is facing a $15.5 million shortfall in its Fish and
Wildlife Account, the part of its operations covering fisheries, wildlife, hunting
and law enforcement, and more cuts are planned this year.

Need a news break? Check out the all new PLAY hub with puzzles, games and more!

Gov. Tony Evers proposed increases to resident fishing and hunting license fees
in his 2025-26 state budget but the Republican-controlled Joint Finance
Committee blocked the measures. No bill was presented on the issue.

Evers' budget also proposed a 10-year reauthorization of KNSP, the state's land
acquisition program, but Republicans cut it and subsequently failed to approve
bills to renew it. The program expires in June.

The 2026 Department of Natural Resources Spring Hearings and Wisconsin
Conservation Congress County Meetings were held in each Wisconsin county
April 13 and online input was accepted April 13-15.

The meetings, informally known as the spring hearings, allow the public to
provide input on a wide array of natural resources-related proposed questions
presented by the DNR, Natural Resources Board and WCC.

The WCC dates to 1934 and is composed of local volunteers who serve as
delegates in each of the state's 72 counties. It was created by the State
Conservation Commission (the predecessor of the Natural Resources Board) to
provide Wisconsin citizens with a local means for input and exchange on
conservation issues.

In 1972, Gov. Patrick Lucey signed legislation that legally recognized the WCC to
ensure citizens would have a liaison between the Natural Resources Board and
the DNR.

As part of the process, five WCC delegates are elected to represent each county.



The 2026 ballot had 44 questions and received input from 6,866 people,
including 1,664 who attended the April 13 meetings, according to the DNR.

The results are not binding but used by Natural Resources Board members, DNR
staff and anyone working on the issues.

The 2026 ballot was dominated by DNR funding issues. Thirteen of the 44
questions pertained to funding ideas or license fees.

In a preamble to its first questions, the NRB highlighted the fact most Wisconsin
resident fishing and hunting licenses have not been increased in price since
2005, while inflation alone has increased costs by 66% over the last 20 years.

Both the NRB and WCC asked what the public thought about a 0.125% statewide
sales tax to support DNR conservation programs. Missouri has had such a tax in
place since 1976 and is considered by many as the "gold standard" in
conservation funding.

"Most states are struggling," said Fuchs, who retired in 2006 as administrator of
the USFWS Region 3 Sport Fish and Wildlife Restoration programs. "But what 1
saw was Missouri doing extremely well with its dedicated sales tax program for

conservation."

In 2008, Minnesota voters also approved a state sales tax. Its version, commonly
known as the Clean Water, Land and Legacy Amendment, increased the state
sales tax by three-eighths of one percent for 25 years to fund natural resources,
clean water, parks and trails, and arts and cultural heritage.

The NRB asked in question 19: Do you support a dedicated small increase in the
sales tax of one-eighth of one percent (similar to Minnesota and Missouri), to be
used to fund general conservation programs including wildlife management,
fisheries management, and/or conservation law enforcement activities?

The result among Wisconsin residents was 4,045 yes, 1,076 no, or 79% support.
The WCC asked about the identical amount of a sales tax and got a very similar
result, 4,188 yes, 1,106 no.



Other ideas to increase DNR funding were supported, too, including question 12:
Do you support increasing hunting, fishing, and trapping fees to account for the
66% inflation rate over the last 22 years to bring back the levels of funding for:
wildlife management, fisheries management, and/or conservation law
enforcement activities to bring the levels of funding in line with current economic
conditions? The result among Wisconsin residents who expressed an opinion was
3,233 yes, 1,878 no, or 63% support.

Question 13 asked: Do you support increasing hunting, fishing, and trapping
license fees by 25% to support wildlife management, fisheries management, and
conservation law enforcement activities? The idea was supported 3,706 to 1,357,

or 73% approval.

Question 16 put it this way: Do you support a one-time increase in hunting,
fishing, and trapping license fees to address the current budget shortfall, making
license fees more comparable to other midwestern states, with legislation that
would establish smaller increases bi-annually based on the annual rate of
inflation subject to approval by the Natural Resources Board and the Joint
Finance Committee? The input was 3,198 yes, 1,792 no, or 64% support.

On the issue of the KNSP, the WCC asked in question 37: Would you support
legislation for the reauthorization of the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program
for at least 10 years with a funding commitment of up to $1 billion? The result
was a resounding 4,455 yes, 487 no, or 90% approval.

Surveys conducted of Wisconsin residents have routinely showed support in the
90% range for KNSP.

However, due to lack of action by the 2025-26 Legislature, it is set to expire in

June.

To view complete results of the 2026 spring hearings, visit dnr.wi.gov and click
the Conservation Congress tab.



O ., MARATHON COUNTY AGENDA
MARATHON MEMORANDUM

COUNTY
@
TO: Parks, Forestry and Recreation Committee
FROM: Jamie Polley, Parks, Recreation & Forestry Director
DATE: June 2, 2026

SUBJECT: Park Updates (Big Rapids, Cherokee, Courthouse Square, Marathon Park, Rib
Falls, Campgrounds)

Action Requested
No Action is requested. Staff is providing an update on current park projects.

Background
- Big Rapids

o Repairs to washouts on the entrance road have been completed.

o Tofinish the new playground we are waiting for Kompan to complete the installation of a few
more pieces of the playground and clean up the concrete footings before we prep for and
pour the safety boarder and install engineered wood fibers.

- Cherokee
o 1damn dam board has been installed, additional boards will be installed as needed.
- Courthouse Square

o Staff continues to redo the corner area to reestablish LuLu B Jacobs park. The cap stone will

be completed as time allows.
- Marathon Park

o Staffis pouring the concrete for the Splash pad in sections. We have completed 8 pours. We
will plan to continue pouring daily as weather allows.

o The multipurpose buildings will be hosting the Carden International Circus June 5 and 6.

- Rib Falls

o The newvaulttoilet has been installed and the site restoration is complete.

o Restoration work has been completed for playground except for the installation of the
engineered wood fibers which will be completed upon delivery of the material.

- Campgrounds
o Staffis refurbishing picnic tables.

Discussion/Analysis

Informational only

Recommendation

Informational only
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