OFFICIAL NOTICE & AGENDA COUNTY OF MARATHON
of a Meeting of the County Forest Wausau, WI 54403
Citizens’ Advisory Subcommittee of the
Marathon County Board of Supervisors

A meeting of the County Forest Citizens’ Advisory Subcommittee will be held at 518 7™ Avenue,
Rm. #089, Wausau, WI, 54401, at 6:00pm on June 17, 2026.

Members: Mike Lane (chair), Marcell Wieloch (vice-chair), John Burke, Gary Weiland, Susan Haug,
Dale Heil, Paul Klocko, Greg Klos, Carmen Engelman, Taylor Dorsey, John Lauer

The meeting site identified above will be open to the public. Persons wishing to attend the meeting by phone may call
into the telephone conference beginning five (5) minutes prior to the start time indicated above using the following
number: Phone Number: 1-408-418-9388 Access Code: 2497 335 1930 Please Note: If you are prompted to provide an
“Attendee lIdentification Number” enter the # sign. No other number is required to participate in the telephone
conference. When you enter the telephone conference, PLEASE PUT YOUR PHONE ON MUTE!

AGENDA
Minutes
A. Approve the Minutes of March 18, 2026, Meeting

Il. New Business

County Forest Administrator & County Forester Positions
September 2026 Subcommittee Appointments

Parks, Forestry, & Recreation Committee

Scheduled Events for 2026 at Nine Mile Forest
Spring 2026 Timber Sale Bid Summary

Timber Sales Active at Nine Mile Through October 31
Burma Road Forest ATV/UTV Trail Maintenance
Wisconsin Conservation Congress Spring Hearings
City of Wausau-Bird City Wisconsin Recognition
Member Items.

CTIOMMUO®Y

[I. Old Business
A. County Deer Advisory Councils 2026 Antlerless Recommendations
B. Nine Mile Chalet Upgrades
C. Nine Mile Trail Signage

V. 2026 Remaining Meeting Dates — September 16, and December 16, 2026

V. Adjourn

Any person planning to attend this meeting who needs some type of special accommodation in order to participate should call the
County Clerk’s Office at 261-1500 or e-mail countyclerk@co.marathon.wi.us one business day before the meeting.

ATTN: News Department THIS NOTICE POSTED AT COURTHOUSE

Daily Herald and other news media

Emailed/Faxed by: Winnie Parker Date:
Date: June 8, 2026 Time:
Time: 12:00 p.m. By:
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Members present: Greg Klos, John Lauer, Susan Haug, Dale Heil, Gary Weiland, Marcell Wieloch, John
Burke, Taylor Dorsey, Mike Lane,

Members Absent Excused: Carmen Engleman, Paul Klocko,

Wausau and Marathon County Parks, Rec, and Forestry Dept. staff present: Tom Lovlien-Forest
Administrator, Joe Tucker-County Forester, Jamie Polley-Parks, Recreation, and Forestry Director

The meeting was called to order at 6:00 pm by Chairman Lane.

I. Minutes
A. Motion by Burke to approve December 17, 2025, minutes. Motion carried unanimously 9-0.

II. New Business
A. 2025 County Forest Division Annual Report — Lovlien highlighted timber sales activity for the year
whereby 14 timber sales were closed in 2025. The net revenue for the Forestry Division program was
$471,534.00 while expenses were $330,667.00, which is like previous years. See the packet for the
complete 2025 County Forest Division Annual Report.

B. 2025 Year in Review and 2026 PRF Department Work Plan — Polley outlined the 2025 Year in
Review as well as the 2026 Parks, Recreation & Forestry Work Plan, which includes both city and
county projects, strategies, and plans that are ongoing. Capital and ARPA projects were completed,
including the septic and chalet projects at Nine Mile as well as the dump station at Dells of the Eau
Claire. Fees were raised in 2026 across the board. In 2026 the Marathon Park Splash Pad is planned to be
completed. The retaining walls continue to be repaired at the Duane Corbin Shooting Range and on the
boardwalk at the Bitzke Bird Walk Nature Trail. Questions were answered. Refer to the Agenda Packet
for a complete list.

C. Forestry Division Expense/Revenue Reports — Lovlien reported that, for a ten-year period, $1.60
million were generated over and above expenses, which allows the county to accomplish other things
with that money. Over the course of a twenty-two-year period, $1.59 million went to the general fund.
Nine Mile generates about 25-30% of the department’s timber sale revenue, providing recreational
activities simultaneously with harvesting timber.

D. 2026 Spring Timber Sales Advertised for Purchase — Tucker presented that there are seven sales
consisting of 418 acres advertised for the 2026 Spring Timber Sale. The first two, 06-25 and 07-25, are
parcels that did not sell in the last bid opening. The next sale, tract 01-26, “Lonely Raptor” is a 92-acre
hardwood sale in the Burma Forest Unit. Tract 02-26, “Angry Birds” is a 79-acre red pine plantation first
thinning in the Nine Mile Forest Unit. The next is tract 03-26 “New Oak,” 48 acres from which all
merchantable red oak will be removed in the Kronenwetter Forest Unit. Tract 04-26 “Happy Forester” is
22 acres of pine thinning in the Elderon Forest Unit. Finally, tract 05-26, “Hidden Pine” is 66 acres of
red oak thinning in the Ringle Forest Unit. Consensus of the subcommittee that all sales be forwarded to
the Forestry/Recreation Committee for approval.

E. Parks, Recreation and Forestry Law Enforcement Annual Report — The two recreation deputies
present their report each year on patrols, parks, criminal citations, and tasks on which they have been
working. One of these positions is fully funded by the Parks, Recreation, and Forestry Department and
the other is funded through a recreational grant. The number of times one of our deputies was called in
for a patrol or complaint by Forestry staff, a citizen, or a general patrol was 69 times for vehicle
violations, cross-country ski patrols, vandalism, illegal dumping and miscellaneous criminal activities.
They had an additional 197 patrols that they were doing throughout the different forest units. Nine Mile
has the most at 137 patrols because that forest unit is the most well attended. The Tree Stand/Trail
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Camera Enforcement effort had 20 incidents. These deputies communicate well with staff, presenting
reports every other week. Please see the report in the Agenda Packet for a more complete list of activities
and services provided.

F. County Deer Advisory Council Meeting — County Deer Advisory Council Meeting will be on April
29 at 7:00 pm at the Parks Operation office, 900 Pardee Street, and is open to the public.

G. Ahlstrom-Munksjo’s Mosinee Mill Partial Closure — Ahlstrom-Munksjo’s Mosinee Mill announced
on February 22, 2026, partial operations closure at its Mosinee plant due to changing markets. Questions
were answered and discussion followed.

H. Member Items — Wausau Bird Club, in conjunction with the Wausau Library, is celebrating the
World Migratory Bird Day event on Saturday, March 21. It is a free event. On May 9, the Bird Club will
be celebrating their 75" Annual Spring Migration Count with a party that will include a display of
records dating back to the 1950’s. Please come on April 13, doors opening at 6 pm at the new building at
the Wausau School Forest, for the Annual Spring Hearing between the DNR and the Conservation
Congress.

I11. Old Business
A. Winter Recreation Program Update — Fat Tire Bike had a good season this year with individuals
coming from all over the state and down from Michigan. Nine Mile had a better season this year with the
early snowfall and colder temperatures. Snowmobiling was open for 30 days this year, creating a better
season as well.

B. WCFA License Plate Available — As of February 13, 2026, there have been 1,309 WCFA License
Plate issued across the state, generating $37,000 for the organization.

C. Big Eau Pleine Park Archery Hunt Harvest Report — Even though hunters may have shot a deer at
Big Eau Pleine Park, there were no reported deer harvested during the archery hunt at the Big Eau Pleine
Park from November 15 to January 6. This was the third year for the hunt, but no one reported as having
shot their deer at this site. Questions were answered and discussion followed.

D. ATV/UTV Trail Maintenance for 2026 — Mid-Wisconsin Trailblazers and the Eau Pleine River Rats
are moving forward with their partnership to address the maintenance of the Burma Road and
Edgar/Fernwood ATV/UTV Trail. This partnership is scheduled to officially commence July 1, 2026.

E. Update on the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program — The Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program,
which has been around since 1989, will sunset June 30, 2026. Since its inception, Marathon County has
been able to purchase about 900 acres through this program.

IV. 2026 Tentative Meeting Dates — June 17, September 16, and December 16

V. Announcement — Tom Lovlien announced his retirement from the County effective June 1, 2026. He
thanked the Subcommittee members for all their work over the last several years.

VI. Adjourn
A. Motion to adjourn by Wieloch. Motion carried unanimously 9-0. Meeting adjourned at 7:30 pm.

Thomas Lovlien - Secretary



September 2025

MARATHON COUNTY FOREST

CITIZENS’ ADVISORY SUBCOMMITTEE

John Lauer

225950 Bluegill Ave.

Rib Mountain WI 54401

(C) 715-297-2822

Email: jlauer500@gmail.com

Mountain Biking
2 year term to 2026
Expires September 1, 2026

John Burke

5907 Old coach Rd.

Wausau WI 54401

(H) 715-218-7883

E-mail: johnbethburke@charter.net

Cross-Country Skiing/Snowshoeing
2 year term to 2026
Expires September 1, 2026

Greg Klos

6603 Cavin Dr.

Wausau WI 54401

(H) 842-5951 (W) 845-2206
E-mail: gklos@charter.net

Conservation
2 year term to 2026
Expires September 1, 2026

Susan Haug

168305 River Rd.

Ringle WI 54471

(H) 446-2775

E-mail: sjhaug@charter.net

Birding
2 year term to 2026
Expires September 1, 2026

Mike Lane

921 Landfried Ave.

Mosinee WI 54455

(H) 693-2749 (C) 715-370-3645

Hunting
2 year term to 2026
Expires September 1, 2026

Carmen Engelman

215925 Damian Dr.

Mosinee, WI 54455
715-370-2777

E-mail: clengelman@charter.net

Equestrian
2 year term to 2026
Expires September 1, 2026

Paul Klocko

3907 Pat St.

Weston WI 54476

(H) 715-241-6940

E-mail: pklocko@dwave.net

General Member
2 year term to 2027
Expires September 1, 2027

Marcell Wieloch

214814 Wieloch Rd.

Mosinee WI| 54455

(H) 693-4449 (C) 715-571-4474
E-mail: mfwieloch@mtc.net

Conservation Congress
2 year term to 2027
Expires September 1, 2027

Taylor Dorsey

100 Main St.

Mosinee, WI 54455

(C) 920-229-6175
taylor.dorsey@abhlstrom.com

Forest Industry
2 year term to 2027
Expires September 1, 2027

Gary Weiland

3799 Redwood St.
Fenwood WI 54426

(H) 715-581-2875
gary.weiland@gmail.com

ATV/UTV/Motorized
2 year term to 2027
Expires September 1, 2027

Dale Heil

212590 Karen Ln.

Stratford WI 54484

(H) 687-2110 (W) Truck 498-2252
dale.heil@frontier.com

Logging
2 year term to 2027
Expires September 1, 2027

PkdatatomadvisorymemberlistSept2024
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Sec 2.05 County Code of Ordinances
(2) County Forest Citizens' Advisory Sub-Committee.

(a) Mission/Purpose: Assists the Parks, Forestry and Recreation Committee in formulating
long-range plans for the County Forest, advising the Parks, Forestry and Recreation
Committee regarding conflicting recreational use issues, the budget for Forestry and the
annual work plan.

(b) Statutory responsibilities: None, established by County Ordinance #0-16-98.

(c) Membership: The County Forest Advisory Subcommittee shall be comprised of 11
citizens at large and should be representative of geographic Marathon County.

(d) Appointment Authority and Member Term: Members shall be appointed by the Chair of
the Parks, Forestry and Recreation Committee and shall serve a two-year term. The
subcommittee shall elect its officers and adopt its own rules and regulations for carrying
out its duties.

(e) Reporting relationship: The County Forestry Advisory Subcommittee shall report to the
Parks, Forestry and Recreation Committee and shall meet quarterly or as otherwise
necessary.

(f) Duties and responsibilities: The duties and responsibilities of the County Forestry
Advisory Committee are:

1. Give advice and counsel to the Parks, Forestry and Recreation Committee
regarding long range forest and outdoor recreation plans for the county forest.

2. Provide recommendations to the Parks, Forestry and Recreation Committee on
priorities for development of the Forestry annual budget and work plan.

3. Operate as a focus group on specific problems or questions posed by the Parks,
Forestry and Recreation Committee.

4. Attends tours of recreation, forestry and wildlife projects in County forests.

5. Prepare an annual report for the Parks, Forestry and Recreation Committee of
activities and issue addressed in the prior year and goals and activities anticipated in the
current year.



(4) Parks, Forestry and/ Recreation Committee.

(a) Committee type and reporting relationship: The Parks, Forestry and Recreation
Committee is a subcommittee which reports to the Marathon County Environmental
Resources Standing Committee.

(b) Mission/purpose statement: The Parks, Forestry and Recreation Committee shall have
the responsibility to manage and protect Marathon County’s parks, forests, and
recreational resources in a sustainable manner that supports ecological health, economic
vitality, educational opportunities, and high-quality recreational experiences for current
and future generations.

(c) Statutory responsibilities: The Marathon County Parks, Forestry and Recreation
Committee will follow Chapters 26, 28, 29, 59 and 77 of the Wisconsin Statutes.

(d) Membership: Total of five (5) members consisting of (4) County Board Supervisors and
(1) Citizen member.

(e) Appointment Authority and Member term: All members are appointed by the County
Administrator and confirmed by the Marathon County Board of Supervisors. County Board
Supervisors are appointed to serve two-year terms concurrent with their terms of office.
Committee vacancies will be filled according to County Board Rule 13. In offering
appointments, the Administrator shall designate the positions of committee Chairperson
and Vice Chairperson, which shall be county board supervisors.

(f) Duties and responsibilities:

1. Oversee the County’s parks and forests program systems, including policy
development, land use planning, and resource management consistent with
Chapters 26, 28, 29, 59 and 77, Wisconsin Statutes.

2. Implement and monitor the County Forest Comprehensive Land Use Plan,
including preparing amendments and updates as required.

3. Recommend and develop policies for the sustainable forest management,
acquisition, protection, and use of natural resources.

4. Review and recommend policies and funding for parks, trails, and recreational
programs and facilities, including those for tourism and community engagement.

5. Review and recommend for approval to County Board the annual forestry division
work plan and budget for the ensuing calendar year.



6. Oversee recreational trail development and maintenance, including County-
sponsored and State-funded trails.

7. Review and/or recommend to the Environmental Resources Standing Committee
of the County Board all proposed CIP projects of the County parks and forests.

8. Make rules and recommend ordinances for the regulation and use of County
forests.

9. Direct the monitoring and protection of the County forests and parklands from
fire, insects, disease, trespass, invasive species, or from damage by animals or
persons, or from other causes, in cooperation with the Department of Natural
Resources.

10. Promote habitat preservation and support the creation and maintenance of
diverse wildlife habitats, integrating ecological goals into recreational planning.

11. Recommend land acquisitions or exchanges to enhance or expand park and
forest holdings, consistent with strategic conservation, recreation objectives and
County Comprehensive Plan.

12. Cooperate with the Department of Natural Resources on all matters pertaining
to natural resource management of the County forests.

13.Support and recommend educational and outreach programs, fostering
community awareness and stewardship of County natural resources.

14. Direct the preparation and presentation of annual reports to the Environmental
Resources Standing Committee and the County Board on parks, forestry, and
recreation activities and outcomes.

15. Review, approve, and close timber sales of the County forests.

16. Additional duties as assigned by the Environmental Resources Committee or
County Board.

(g) Other organization relationships: Coordinate with the Park Commission to ensure policy
consistency, public engagement, and long-term visioning across all department
operations. Encourage work with other County Board committees as the need arises.



NINE MILE COUNTY FOREST UNIT

2026 SCHEDULED EVENTS

1. TREKWORS Race —-June 12-14**

2. Wausau 24 Bike Race - July 24-26**

3. Mosinee Cross Country Race — September 1

4. Marathon Cross County Race — September 3

5. RAGNAR Running Race - September 16-20**

6. Mosinee Cross Country Race — September 22

**Trails Closed to Public During Event



6-25 (NO BIDS)

MARATHON COUNTY FOREST - April 30, 2026 Bid Opening

Product Pulp/Tns
Aspen 2375
Mixed Hdwd 170
Basswood 60
Tops/Biomass 780
Totals 3385

7-25 (NO BIDS)

Product Pulp/Tns
Aspen 2200
Mixed Hdwd 430
Red Mapole Logs

Ash Logs

Tops/Biomass 900
Totals 3530

Name -->
MBF Minimum
0 $ - $ $ -
Name -->
MBF Minimum
4
2
6 $ - $ $ -




MARATHON COUNTY FOREST - April 30, 2026 Bid Opening

. Schreiner Forestry | Schreiber Trucking & | Central WI Lumber | Midwest Hardwood Welter Forest Twin Forest Products

1-26 Name --> Smola Enterprises Inc Logging Inc Co. Products Inc LLC
Product Pulp/Ton MBF Minimum
Mixed Hdwd 1500 $ 18.00 | $ 17.00 | $ 6.00 | $ 10.42 | $ 11.00 |$ 850 |$ 10.85
Red Oak 330 S 9.75 | $ 7.00 | $ 2.00 |$ 6.18 | $ 8.00 |$ 6.00 |$ 7.55
Hickory 270 S 20.00 | S 15.00 | S 2.00 | S 9.26 |$ 15.00 |S 15.00 |$ 10.85
Basswood 100 S 2.00 | $ 0.50 | S 0.50 | $ 0.25 | $ 1.00 |$ 1.00 |$ 1.40
Aspen 35 $ 12.00 | $ 7.00 | $ 6.00 [ $ 6.52 |$ 6.00 |$ 5.00 |$ 1.00
Hard Maple Logs 49 S 475.00 | S 330.00 | $ 200.00 | S 500.00 | S 475.00 |$ 325.00 |$ 430.00
Ash Logs 45 S 400.00 | S 285.00 | $ 200.00 | S 320.00 |S 275.00 |$S 260.00 |$ 280.00
Red Oak Logs 32 S 475.00 | S 330.00 | $ 200.00 | S 475.00 | $ 375.00 |$S 375.00 |$ 400.00
Red Maple Logs 18 S 475.00 | S 330.00 | $ 200.00 | S 410.00 | $ 275.00 |$S 360.00 |$ 300.00
Basswood Logs 14 S 175.00 | $ 100.00 | $ 200.00 | S 150.00 |$ 100.00 |$ 110.00 | S 170.00
Hickory Logs 5 S 150.00 | $ 285.00 | $ 200.00 | S 150.00 |$ 200.00 |S 350.00 |$ 380.00
Totals 2235 163 $ 104,462.50 | $ 80,475.00 | $ 43,060.00 | $ 84,752.80 | $ 78,500.00 | $ 68,450.00 | $ 78,021.00

Schrieber Trucking &
2-26 Name --> el
Product Pulp/Tns | Bolt/Ton | MBF Minimum
Red Pine 1650 $4.00
Aspen 210 $4.00
Jack Pine 150 $4.00
Red Pine Logs 65 $60.00
Totals 2010 0 65 $ 11,940.00 | $ - s - s - s - |3 - | -




MARATHON COUNTY FOREST - April 30, 2026 Bid Opening

Welter Forest

Central WI Lumber

Twin Forest Prodcuts

Tigerton Lumber Co

Smola Enterprises

Screiber Trucking &

Schreiner Foresty

3-26

Product Pulp/Ton
Red Oak 625
Aspen 550
Mixed Hdwd 170
Red Oak Logs

Mixed Hdwd Logs

Totals 1345

4-26 (NO BIDS)

Product Pulp/Tns
Red Pine 45
Mixed Hdwd 90
Red Pine Sawlogs

Totals 135

Name --> Products Inc LLC LLC Logging Inc
MBF Minimum
S 7.00 | S 6.18 | S 11.10 | $ 13.60 | $ 750 | $ 200 | S 7.00
S 6.00 | S 565 | S 1.00 | 7.00 | S 9.00 | $ 6.50 | S 7.00
S 850 | $ 1042 | S 6.40 | S 13.60 | $ 750 | S 6.50 | $ 17.00
84 S 385.00 | S 515.00 | S 385.00 | S 585.00 | $ 385.00 | $ 200.00 | $ 350.00
1 S 300.00 | S 325.00 | S 210.00 | S 500.00 | $ 385.00 | $ 200.00 | $ 300.00
85 S 41,760.00 | $ 52,326.40 | $ 41,125.50 | $ 64,302.00 | $ 43,637.50 | $ 22,930.00 | $ 40,815.00
Name -->
MBF Minimum
99
99 $ - $ - |s - IS - 1S - $ - $ -




MARATHON COUNTY FOREST - April 30, 2026 Bid Opening

Welter Forest Twin Forest Schreiner Forestry | Schreiber Trucking &
5-26 Name --> Products Inc Products LLC Inc Logging
Product Pulp/Ton MBF Minimum
Mixed Hdwd 950 $ 850 | $ 16.50 | $ 17.00 | $ 4.00
Red Oak 470 $ 6.00 | $ 8.80 |$ 6.00 | $ 2.00
White spruce 150 $ 400 S 1.00 | $ 6.00 | $ 2.00
Red Pine 50 $ 7.00 | $ 1.00 | $ 6.00 | S 2.00
Red Maple Logs 42 $ 300.00 | $ 340.00 | $ 290.00 | $ 200.00
Red Oak Logs 37 $ 340.00 | $ 440.00 | $ 350.00 | $ 200.00
White Spruce Logs 16 S 60.00 | S 35.00 | $ 90.00 | S 50.00
Red Pine Logs 5 $ 75.00 | $ 62.00 | $ 90.00 | $ 50.00
Totals 1620 100 S 38,360.00 | $ 51,441.00 | $ 47,190.00 | $ 21,990.00

Awarded

Bid Rejected-Under Advertised Value




6-25 (NO BIDS)

MARATHON COUNTY FOREST - May 27, 2026 Bid Opening

Product Pulp/Tns
Aspen 2375
Mixed Hdwd 170
Basswood 60
Tops/Biomass 780
Totals 3385

7-25 (NO BIDS)

Product Pulp/Tns
Aspen 2200
Mixed Hdwd 430
Red Mapole Logs

Ash Logs

Tops/Biomass 900
Totals 3530

Name -->
MBF Minimum
0 $ $ $
Name -->
MBF Minimum
4
2
6 $ $ $




MARATHON COUNTY FOREST - May 27, 2026 Bid Opening

2-26 Name --> Schreiber Trucking & Logging

Product Pulp/Tns | Bolt/Ton | MBF Minimum

Red Pine 1650 $4.00

Aspen 210 $7.00

Jack Pine 150 $4.00

Red Pine Logs 65 $85.00

Totals 2010 0 65 S 14,195.00 -
4-26 Name --> Schreiber Trucking & Logging Yoder Lumber
Product Pulp/Tns MBF Minimum

Red Pine 45 S 4.00 2.00
Mixed Hdwd 90 6.00 2.00
Red Pine Sawlogs 99 85.00 100.00
Totals 135 99 S 9,135.00 10,170.00

Awarded

Bid Rejected-Under Advertised Value
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milwaukee journal sentinel

OUTDOORS

Strong support at spring hearings for
increased DNR funding, Stewardship

Paul A. Smith
Milwaukee Journal Sentinel

May 12, 2026, 5:15a.m. CT

Key Points

Wisconsin residents showed strong support for increasing funding for the Department of Natural Resources at
recent public hearings.

A proposal for a 0.125% statewide sales tax to fund conservation programs was supported by 79% of
respondents.

Reauthorizing the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program, the state's land acquisition program, received 90%
approval.

Wisconsin residents at the 2026 spring hearings showed strong support for
increasing funding for the Department of Natural Resources and for
reauthorizing the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program.

A 0.125% statewide sales tax to benefit DNR conservation programs, for example,
was supported by 79% of Wisconsin residents who expressed an opinion on the
topic and the Stewardship Program was backed by 90%.

However, the sentiment won't matter unless the Legislature acts on the items,
something it has failed to do for 20 years on DNR funding issues and in the last
legislative session for KNSP as the program was facing its deadline.

"With this degree of support I think it could give the Republicans some cover,"
said Bud Fuchs of Hudson, retired U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service manager and
author of one of two questions on the ballot regarding the "Missouri model," or a
0.125% statewide sales tax for conservation.



Republicans have controlled the Wisconsin Legislature since 2011. Nearly all
resident fishing and hunting license fees have been unchanged since 2005,
causing revenue shortfalls and forcing the DNR to cut programs and leave
positions vacant. The agency is facing a $15.5 million shortfall in its Fish and
Wildlife Account, the part of its operations covering fisheries, wildlife, hunting
and law enforcement, and more cuts are planned this year.

Need a news break? Check out the all new PLAY hub with puzzles, games and more!

Gov. Tony Evers proposed increases to resident fishing and hunting license fees
in his 2025-26 state budget but the Republican-controlled Joint Finance
Committee blocked the measures. No bill was presented on the issue.

Evers' budget also proposed a 10-year reauthorization of KNSP, the state's land
acquisition program, but Republicans cut it and subsequently failed to approve
bills to renew it. The program expires in June.

The 2026 Department of Natural Resources Spring Hearings and Wisconsin
Conservation Congress County Meetings were held in each Wisconsin county
April 13 and online input was accepted April 13-15.

The meetings, informally known as the spring hearings, allow the public to
provide input on a wide array of natural resources-related proposed questions
presented by the DNR, Natural Resources Board and WCC.

The WCC dates to 1934 and is composed of local volunteers who serve as
delegates in each of the state's 72 counties. It was created by the State
Conservation Commission (the predecessor of the Natural Resources Board) to
provide Wisconsin citizens with a local means for input and exchange on
conservation issues.

In 1972, Gov. Patrick Lucey signed legislation that legally recognized the WCC to
ensure citizens would have a liaison between the Natural Resources Board and
the DNR.

As part of the process, five WCC delegates are elected to represent each county.



The 2026 ballot had 44 questions and received input from 6,866 people,
including 1,664 who attended the April 13 meetings, according to the DNR.

The results are not binding but used by Natural Resources Board members, DNR
staff and anyone working on the issues.

The 2026 ballot was dominated by DNR funding issues. Thirteen of the 44
questions pertained to funding ideas or license fees.

In a preamble to its first questions, the NRB highlighted the fact most Wisconsin
resident fishing and hunting licenses have not been increased in price since
2005, while inflation alone has increased costs by 66% over the last 20 years.

Both the NRB and WCC asked what the public thought about a 0.125% statewide
sales tax to support DNR conservation programs. Missouri has had such a tax in
place since 1976 and is considered by many as the "gold standard" in
conservation funding.

"Most states are struggling," said Fuchs, who retired in 2006 as administrator of
the USFWS Region 3 Sport Fish and Wildlife Restoration programs. "But what 1
saw was Missouri doing extremely well with its dedicated sales tax program for

conservation."

In 2008, Minnesota voters also approved a state sales tax. Its version, commonly
known as the Clean Water, Land and Legacy Amendment, increased the state
sales tax by three-eighths of one percent for 25 years to fund natural resources,
clean water, parks and trails, and arts and cultural heritage.

The NRB asked in question 19: Do you support a dedicated small increase in the
sales tax of one-eighth of one percent (similar to Minnesota and Missouri), to be
used to fund general conservation programs including wildlife management,
fisheries management, and/or conservation law enforcement activities?

The result among Wisconsin residents was 4,045 yes, 1,076 no, or 79% support.
The WCC asked about the identical amount of a sales tax and got a very similar
result, 4,188 yes, 1,106 no.



Other ideas to increase DNR funding were supported, too, including question 12:
Do you support increasing hunting, fishing, and trapping fees to account for the
66% inflation rate over the last 22 years to bring back the levels of funding for:
wildlife management, fisheries management, and/or conservation law
enforcement activities to bring the levels of funding in line with current economic
conditions? The result among Wisconsin residents who expressed an opinion was
3,233 yes, 1,878 no, or 63% support.

Question 13 asked: Do you support increasing hunting, fishing, and trapping
license fees by 25% to support wildlife management, fisheries management, and
conservation law enforcement activities? The idea was supported 3,706 to 1,357,

or 73% approval.

Question 16 put it this way: Do you support a one-time increase in hunting,
fishing, and trapping license fees to address the current budget shortfall, making
license fees more comparable to other midwestern states, with legislation that
would establish smaller increases bi-annually based on the annual rate of
inflation subject to approval by the Natural Resources Board and the Joint
Finance Committee? The input was 3,198 yes, 1,792 no, or 64% support.

On the issue of the KNSP, the WCC asked in question 37: Would you support
legislation for the reauthorization of the Knowles-Nelson Stewardship Program
for at least 10 years with a funding commitment of up to $1 billion? The result
was a resounding 4,455 yes, 487 no, or 90% approval.

Surveys conducted of Wisconsin residents have routinely showed support in the
90% range for KNSP.

However, due to lack of action by the 2025-26 Legislature, it is set to expire in

June.

To view complete results of the 2026 spring hearings, visit dnr.wi.gov and click
the Conservation Congress tab.



2026 DNR Spring Hearings - WCC County Meetings

Summary of Results - Overall Input by Question

updated 5/15/2026

All Participants

Wisconsin Residents

Wisconsin Counties

Question No.

Question Description

Yes

No

No Opinion

Yes

No

No Opinion

Pass

Fail

Tie

Wisconsin Conservation
Congress Position

1 (WM)

Do you support removing the statutory requirement that a hunter can only be
issued one antlerless elk license in their lifetime?

2367

2389

1064

2353

2375

1048

41

29

Advance

2

Do you support changing the sharp-tailed grouse drawing from a preference point
system to a random draw?

2386

1457

1916

2367

1452

1898

60

10

Advance

Do you support allowing hunters with disabled permits to leave a single blind or
stand overnight on public lands south of HWY 647

3744

1165

854

3719

1159

843

71

0

Advance

Would you support creating a statewide cottontail rabbit season that begins on
the Saturday nearest September 15?

3719

805

1228

3699

800

1212

72

0

Advance

Would you support extending both archery seasons to January 31 in all Farmland
Zone Deer Management Units?

3058

1930

767

3040

1922

752

58

11

Reject

Would you support allowing hunting of bobcat at night by the use of calls?

2104

2895

756

2099

2870

746

32

37

Reject

Would you support removing the 9:00 a.m. start time for certain hunting seasons?

3144

1420

1149

3134

1410

1130

71

0

Advance

Would you favor the removal of the fish refuge 300 feet below the Red Wing Dam
(Lock and Dam 3) from March 1 through April 29?

1999

1404

1957

1982

1393

1936

56

13

Advance

Would you favor the removal of the fish refuge 300 feet below the Alma Dam
(Lock and Dam 4) from March 1 through April 29?

1994

1402

1960

1977

1391

1939

56

15

Advance

10

Would you favor the removal of the fish refuge 300 feet below the Onalaska Dam
(Onalaska Spillway) from March 15 through April 25 on the Mississippi and Black
Rivers respectively?

2018

1409

1957

2001

1397

1937

56

13

Advance

11

Do you support adding a catch and release season for lake sturgeon from
October 1 to October 15 on Yellow Lake, Little Yellow Lake, and Danbury Flowage
in Burnett County?

2002

1243

2130

1981

1231

2115

64

Advance

12 (NRB)

Do you support increasing hunting, fishing, and trapping fees to account for the
66% inflation rate over the last 22 years to bring back the levels of funding for:
wildlife management, fisheries management, and/or conservation law
enforcement activities to bring the levels of funding in line with current economic
conditions?

3263

1888

251

3233

1878

251

57

13

Advance

13

Do you support increasing hunting, fishing, and trapping license fees by 25% to
support wildlife management, fisheries management, and conservation law
enforcement activities?

3735

1366

283

3706

1357

281

67

Advance

14

Do you support increasing hunting, fishing, and trapping license fees by 50% to
support wildlife management, fisheries management, and conservation law
enforcement activities?

2508

2539

333

2489

2520

332

28

38

Reject

15

Do you support increasing hunting, fishing, and trapping license fees by 75% to
support wildlife management, fisheries management, and conservation law
enforcement activities?

1795

3182

388

1781

3159

386

65

Reject

16

Do you support a one-time increase in hunting, fishing, and trapping license fees
to address the current budget shortfall, making license fees more comparable to
other midwestern states, with legislation that would establish smaller increases bi-
annually based on the annual rate of inflation subject to approval by the Natural
Resources Board and the Joint Finance Committee?

3225

1802

354

3198

1792

351

55

14

Advance

17

Do you support a $6 increase to the inland waters trout stamp (from $10 to $16),
which has not changed since 20067

4004

1031

374

3971

1027

371

69

Advance

18

If additional funding sources are not realized, will the continued reduction in
funding, and consequently the reduction in services (fish and pheasant stocking,
habitat management on public land, and fish and game enforcement), impact
your participation in wildlife and fisheries activities in Wisconsin?

2297

2304

793

2282

2289

785

32

36

Advance

Shaded questions indicate WCC advisory questions



2026 DNR Spring Hearings - WCC County Meetings updated 5/15/2026
Summary of Results - Overall Input by Question

All Participants Wisconsin Residents Wisconsin Counties Wisconsin Conservation

Question No. Question Description Yes No No Opinion Yes No No Opinion Pass Fail Tie Congress Position

Do you support a dedicated small increase in the sales tax of one-eighth of one
percent (similar to Minnesota and Missouri), to be used to fund general

conservation programs including wildlife management, fisheries management,
and/or conservation law enforcement activities? 4079 1081 218 4045 1076 217 70 1 1

19 Advance

Do you support using general Tax Revenue to reimburse the value of free or
20 reduced license fees currently in place, which is currently approximately $20 Advance
million? 2803 1719 828 2785 1706 819 61 7 4

Do you support charging an access fee, similar to the fees for a state park sticker
for State Parks, for all users of public lands (including fishery, wildlife, and state

21 natural areas)? The access fee would be specifically directed to fund costs Reject
associated with habitat management, public access, and associated
infrastructure such as parking lots, boat landings, etc. 2571 2457 343 2549 2441 341 32 37 3

Do you support requiring non-motorized watercrafts such as canoes, kayaks, and
stand-up paddle boards to be registered with fees used for outdoor recreational
activities including wildlife management, fisheries management, and/or
conservation law enforcement activities? 1999 3083 292 1981 3063 290 10 60 2

22 Advance

Would you support the legislature imposing a sales tax of 0.125% dedicated to
23 (WCC) |the WDNR to provide a permanent and reliable source of funding for fish and Advance
wildlife conservation programs? (560225, 040225, 410325) 4218 1112 306 4188 1106 303 71 0 1

Would you support the legislature designating the rare Hine’s Emerald Dragonfly
24 as the state insect and redesignating the Honeybee as the state agricultural Advance
insect? (090425, 130425, 180425, 460425, 630125) 3425 826 1379 3400 822 1369 70 0 2

Would you favor opening the muskrat / mink season at 9:00 AM on opening day
25 in each of the respective muskrat / mink zones without any other time restrictions Advance
for checking traps for the remainder of the season? (540125) 2131 1104 2341 2117 1101 2319 67 4 1

Would you support a youth only muskrat and mink trapping season opening the
Saturday before the opening of muskrat and mink season in each of the four
Wisconsin muskrat / mink trapping zones and running to the regular season
opener in each respective zone? 1877 1930 1767 1859 1923 1753 36 32 4

25 Advance

27 Would you support a turkey stamp fee increase to $10.00? (320125) 3940 1171 479 3909 1169 473 70 1 1 Advance

Would you support a legislation change allowing for the cleaning of Salmon and
Trout and the disposal of fish waste from a boat %2 mile or greater from shore on
Lake Michigan and Lake Superior? [It is recognized that the outer skin of any
such fish fillet would be retained for identification purposes.] (280325) 3045 1172 1354 3020 1169 1343 71 0 1

9 Advance

Would you support reducing the panfish aggregate bag limit from 25 to 10 for Fox

29
Lake? (140125) 3436 365 1777 3406 363 1770 71 0 1

Advance

Would you support extending the fish refuge line to the first train bridge below the

30
dam? (380225) 3201 403 1940 3172 402 1931 69 2 1

Advance

Would you support collaboration with Michigan authorities to create a fish refuge
31 from the Hattie Street dam to the railroad bridge downstream from March 1st Advance
through the Friday preceding the first Saturday in May? (380325) 3376 335 1829 3348 885 1818 71 0 1

Would you support removing the 26-inch size limit on northern pike in Lake

32
Emily? (500125) 2645 551 2331 2628 547 2313 71 1 0

Advance

Would you support establishing an underwater spearfishing season without the
33 aid of scuba for catfish running May 4th to October 15th in all waters currently Advance
open to underwater spearfishing? (500225) 2249 1490 1786 2234 1478 1774 61 6 5

Would you support reducing the present 25 fish daily bag limit to 10 panfish on

34
Long Lake in the town of Oasis in Waushara County? (700125) 3247 343 1922 3221 342 1909 72 0 0

Advance

Shaded questions indicate WCC advisory questions
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Summary of Results - Overall Input by Question
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All Participants

Wisconsin Residents

Wisconsin Counties

Question No.

Question Description

Yes

No

No Opinion

Yes

No

No Opinion

Pass

Fail

Tie

Wisconsin Conservation
Congress Position

35

Should DNR initiate coordination with the Public Service Commission, the regional
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, the Federal Aviation Administration, and other
applicable agencies to consider whether painting a wind turbine blade, and
subsequent monitoring, could be a viable Best Management Practice for reducing
wind turbine bird collisions in Wisconsin? (410525, 020125, 180525, 200125,
680525)

4013

680

845

3980

679

839

72

Advance

36

Do you support administrative and legislative actions to prohibit industrial food

waste digestate from farm co-digesters from being spread on farmland or used
for crop irrigation in order to protect our farmland, water, fish, wildlife, and rural
residents from industrial pollution? (690225, 410425, 560325)

3969

622

930

3937

620

924

72

Advance

37

Would you support legislation for the reauthorization of the Knowles-Nelson
Stewardship Program for at least 10 years with a funding commitment of up to $1
billion? (450525)

4485

489

572

4455

487

564

72

Advance

38

Do you favor the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources establishing rules
to allow handlers with trained hounds to be engaged by permitted agencies to
track or harry offending wolves in Wisconsin? (670225)

3234

1569

704

3215

1556

697

66

Advance

39

Do you favor eliminating the division between northern and southern area
shooting hours, thereby having one statewide set of shooting hours north and
south, while keeping the east- west adjustments which are based on sunrise-
sunset? (690125)

3333

825

1305

3321

821

1283

72

Advance

40

Do you support including an option when registering a deer to include the
township that the harvest took place? (130725)

3694

1032

739

3671

1028

729

71

Advance

41

Do you support allowing the placement of stands and ground blinds overnight on
all state-owned property from September through January? (290125)

1971

2677

810

1957

2666

798

16

49

Reject

42

Do you support a change in the DNR Regulations to extend the deer registration
deadline from 5:00 PM to 11:59 PM the day after recovery? (460525)

3823

824

798

3804

822

783

72

Advance

43

Do you support revising Chapter NR 10 for metallic cartridge hunting, to allow
only centerfire rifle and handgun ammunition of .22 caliber or larger to be used
for hunting deer? (670125)

2659

977

1777

2646

973

1759

70

Advance

44

Do you support allowing a 5-year private research program to place mineral
supplements on the landscape in Sauk County with follow up testing to determine
if it was successful in slowing the spread of CWD?

3555

961

904

3531

957

896

68

Advance

Shaded questions indicate WCC advisory questions



Bird City Wisconsin

Making our communities healthy for birds ... and people
PO Box 487

ey

BIRD CITY

WISCONSIN Port Washington, WI 53704

April 06, 2026

Dear City of Wausau,

On behalf of myself and Bird City Wisconsin’s Steering Committee, | would like to congratulate the City
of Wausau on achieving Bird City status in the Bird City Wisconsin program.

Bird City communities are at the forefront of efforts to forge a statewide coalition of citizens and public
officials who recognize that birds are more than beautiful - they are significant. Bird City Wisconsin truly
appreciates both all that you do to green your community as well as all of the effort that you put into
demonstrating all of your community’s actions to us during the renewal process.

THANK YOU!

We ask that you share news of your renewal with local media. To make your job easier, we have
included some general text about the program at the bottom of this letter. Feel free to use Bird City’s
logo to promote your community —and let us know if you would like a digital copy. Please also consider
other ways that we can help you achieve public recognition for your accomplishments, or any other way
that we might be able to assist you. As always, feel free to contact us with your thoughts at
birdcitywi@Imbo.org.

We celebrate your efforts to improve the quality of life of the people and birds that reside in your
community. Thank you for helping to make Wisconsin healthy for birds... and people.

Sincerely,

Reoe

Kelsey Bell
Program Director
Lake Michigan Bird Observatory

About Bird City

Bird City Wisconsin was created in 2009 and began recognizing communities the following year. The
program recognizes municipalities for the conservation and education activities that they undertake to
make their communities healthy for birds... and people. Bird City Wisconsin is the first Bird City program
and served as the model for the Western Hemisphere-wide Bird City Network, of which Bird City
Wisconsin is a founding member.

To be recognized as a Bird City, a community must take actions across four categories (Habitat, Threat
Reduction, Education & Engagement, and Sustainability) and officially recognize and celebrate World
Migratory Bird Day. Bird City also offers High Flyer recognition for those communities that truly go
above and beyond in their conservation and education programs. To become a High Flyer, a community
must meet additional, and more involved, criteria.

(414) 533-5398 « www.birdcity.org/wisconsin



BIRD CITY

WISCONSIN

Bird City Wisconsin

Recognizes the

City of Wausau

for implementing sound practices and fostering
public education on important bird conservation issues.

2026
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