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Chapter 17.4045 Large Electric Generating Facilities 

Section 17.4045.01 PURPOSE 
The purpose of this section is to establish Marathon County’s role in the review process for the 
construction, operation and decommissioning of a large electric generating facility proposed within towns 
that have adopted Marathon County zoning; to review a proposed large electric generating facility 
pursuant to Wis. Stat. 196.491(3)(d)6. with respect to orderly land use and development plans within the 
affected area; to review each proposed large electric generating facility on a case-by-case basis to 
determine whether the environmental impacts of the proposed large electric generating facility on the 
public health, welfare and safety are such that it would be appropriate for the County to take steps to 
ensure such impacts are addressed, and to review a proposed large electric generating facility pursuant 
to and consistent with Wis. Stat. § 66.0401 for issues relating to public health or safety should a proposed 
large electric generating facility be subject to such restrictions. This section is further intended to ensure 
that public health, safety, and welfare are fully protected and adequately considered in the evaluation of 
such projects, along with associated land use, agricultural, infrastructure, environmental, and community 
impacts, prior to any action by a state regulatory body, including but not limited to  the Public Service 
Commission of Wisconsin pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 196.491, the Wisconsin Department of Natural 
Resources pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 196.025(2m) or Wis. Stat. § 1.11, or the Wisconsin Department of 
Agriculture, Trade and Consumer Protection for purposes of compliance with Wis. Stat. § 1.11, Wis. 
Admin. Code Ch. PSC 4.30 or Wis. Admin. Code Ch. ATCP 3.03.  The County’s review shall not be 
deemed to inhibit the construction of any large electric generating facility project. 

Section 17.4045.02 APPLICABILITY 
This section applies only within towns that have adopted Marathon County zoning and applies to all 
proposed large electric generating facilities, including but not limited to wind, solar, battery storage, 
biomass, geothermal, hydrogen, nuclear, and other similar technologies, along with associated on-site 
facilities. 

Section 17.4045.03  COUNTY REVIEW AND COORDINATION 
Within thirty days of filing an engineering plan pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 196.491(3)(a)3. with the Wisconsin 
Department of Natural Resources or the Public Service Commission of Wisconsin, a person shall submit 
a copy of the engineering plan and the information set forth in Sec. 17.4045.03 to the County for review. 
As part of the review process required in this section, a person shall provide the County Zoning 
Administrator or Designee with project information and participate in meetings necessary for the County 
to complete the review process set forth in Sec. 17.4045.04: 

1. Project location, design, and operational characteristics;  
2. Agricultural preservation and land use compatibility;  
3. Impacts to roads, drainage systems, emergency services, and public infrastructure; 
4. Environmental, stormwater, and natural resource impacts;  
5. Compatibility with surrounding development and existing land uses;  
6. Proposed mitigation measures addressing identified local concerns; 
7. Any other information the County may reasonably require to adequately determine the 

requirements set forth in Sec. 17.4045.04.  
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Section 17.4045.04  COUNTY REVIEW PROCESS 
Upon receipt of the engineering plan and the information set forth in Sec. 17.4045.03, the County may issue 
written findings, recommendations, requested mitigation measures, and identified areas of concern for 
consideration by the Wisconsin Department of Natural Resources within the environmental review process 
and by the Public Service Commission of its review of any application pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 196.491, and 
shall determine whether to submit a statement of position or take other action pursuant to Sec.17.4045.05 
based on the following: 

1. Whether the design and location of the project is in the best interest of public health, welfare and 
safety of the County’s residents, visitors, businesses, natural resources and property; and 
 

2. Whether the project will have undue adverse impact on other environmental values, including but 
not limited to, ecological balance, public health and welfare, historic sites, geological formations, 
the aesthetics of land and water and recreational use in the County and town in which the project 
is proposed to be located; and 
 

3. Whether the project will unreasonably interfere with the orderly land use and development plans 
for the County and the town in which the project is proposed to be located. 
 

Section 17.4045.05 COUNTY RESERVATION OF LEGAL RIGHTS 
AND REMEDIES 

A person’s compliance with this Chapter 17.4045 shall not foreclose the County’s ability to take any 
action available to it regarding the project, including but not limited to intervention pursuant to Wis. Admin. 
Code Ch. PSC 2.20 or seeking review of a decision pursuant to Wis. Stat. § 196.491(3)(j) or Wis. Stat. 
Ch. 227. 
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Impermissible interference. means the blockage of wind from a wind energy system or solar energy 
from a collector surface or proposed collector surface for which a permit has been granted under this 
chapter during a collector use period if such blockage is by any structure or vegetation on property, an 
owner of which was notified under sub. (3) (b). “Impermissible interference" does not include: 

1.  Blockage by a narrow protrusion, including but not limited to a pole or wire, which does not 
substantially interfere with absorption of solar energy by a solar collector or does not 
 substantially block wind from a wind energy system. 

2. Blockage by any structure constructed, under construction or for which a building permit has 
 been applied for before the date the last notice is mailed or delivered under sub. (3) (b). 

3. Blockage by any vegetation planted before the date the last notice is mailed or delivered under 
sub. (3) (b) unless a municipality by ordinance under sub. (2) defines impermissible interference 
to include such vegetation. 

Impounded Motor Vehicle.  Any motor powered vehicle whether operable or inoperable and whether 
licensed or unlicensed, taken into custody and possession by a governmental agency or its legal agent 
pursuant to authority provided by statute, governmental regulations, or court order for the purpose of 
storage pending a final determination as to the disposition of said vehicle. 

Institution for Higher Education.  A facility for post-secondary education that grants associate, 
bachelor, master, or doctoral degrees and that may include research functions or professional schools. 

Interchange.  A grade separated intersection with one or more turning lanes for travel between 
intersecting highways. 

Interior Lot.  See Lot Types Interstate. See Street Terms. 

Junk.  Materials or products from materials such as glass, rags, paper, metals or plastic either worn out, 
broken, fit to be discarded or recycled. 

Kennel.  The breeding, raising, and/or training of dogs, cats, or other household pets of three months age 
or older not owned by the owner or occupant of the premises or for commercial gain. 

Land Use.  Any nonstructural use made of unimproved or improved real estate. Also see: 
"DEVELOPMENT". 

Landing.  An uncovered platform at the end of a flight of stairs or a platform for ingress and egress to a 
structure or a jump platform.  A landing is a structural appurtenance not more than four feet wide unless 
further restricted in this Chapter. 

Large Electric Generating Facility. means electric generating equipment and associated facilities 
designed for nominal operation at a capacity of 100 megawatts or more.  
 
Large Wind Energy System. Means a system having a total installed nameplate capacity of 300kW or 
greater and consists of individual wind turbines that have an installed nameplate capacity of more than 
100 kilowatts. Systems with a total installed nameplate capacity of greater than 100MW may not be 
regulated by this ordinance. 
 
Lattice Tower.  A support structure constructed of vertical metal struts and cross braces forming a 
triangular or square structure which often tapers from the foundation to the top. 

Lawn or Grass Maintenance.  The cutting or clipping of grass and the use of pesticides and fertilizer 
within prescribed manufacturers limits. 

Legal Non-conforming Sign.  Any sign that legally does not comply and conform to the provisions of this 
ordinance, at the time of the effective date of this ordinance. 

Limited Outdoor Sales, Display or Storage (accessory to principal use).  Outdoor display or sales of 
goods that are accessory to a principal use. 

Livestock.  Bovine animals, equine animals, goats, poultry, sheep, swine, farm-raised deer, farm-raised 
game birds, camelids, ratites, and farm-raised fish. 

Loading Space.  An off-street space or berth on the same lot with a building or contiguous to a group of 
buildings, for the temporary parking of a commercial vehicle while loading or unloading merchandise or 
materials, and which abuts upon a street, alley or other appropriate means of access. 


