
MARATHON COUNTY PUBLIC LIBRARY 
BOARD OF TRUSTEES AGENDA 

 
Date & Time of Meeting: Monday, July 20, 2026, at 12:00 noon 
Meeting Location: Library Headquarters, Wausau Community Room. 
 
Persons wishing to attend the meeting by computer or phone may log or call into the meeting beginning five (5) minutes prior to the 
start time indicated above using the following link:  Library Board of Trustees Meeting July 2026 or number 1 866 899 4679.  Access 
Code for dialing in 739-053-413. 
 
When you enter the meeting, PLEASE PUT YOUR COMPUTER AND PHONE ON MUTE! 

 

• Call to Order 

• Acknowledgement of Visitors 

• Approval of Minutes   

• Bills and Services Report  

• Public Comments (10 minutes) (Anyone addressing the Library Board is asked to do so in a respectful, professional, and 
courteous manner.  The “Public Comments” portion of this meeting is offered as an opportunity for citizens of 
Marathon County to be heard.  The Board, however, is under no obligation to provide this forum.  As such, any misuse 
could result in the removal of these privileges.  Any person who wishes to address the Library Board during the “Public 
Comment” portion of meetings may only provide comment pertaining to an item on the agenda.  He or she must sign 
in or e-mail their name, address, and the topic they wish to present to the Library Personnel Specialist no later than five 
minutes before the start of the meeting library-administration@mcpl.us ) 

• Reports Regarding Recent Meetings and Communications.  For Discussion and Informational Purposes Only.  No 
Action will be taken. 

A. President 
B. Other Board Members 
C. Library Director 
D. Board Committees 
E. Friends of the Library 
F. MCPL Foundation  
G. Wisconsin Valley Library Service  

• US Small Business Administration Office of Disaster Recovery and Resilience Update – For Discussion and 
Informational Purposes Only 

• Policy Updates – For Discussion and Possible Action 

• 11.10 Homebound Service Policy (Update) 

• 11.34 Children’s Area Appropriate Use Policy (Update) 

• Announcements 

• Request for Future Agenda Items 

• Next Meeting Dates 

• Monday 08/17/2026 

• Monday 09/21/2026 – Stratford Branch Library 

• Monday 10/19/2026 

• Monday 11/16/2026 

• Adjournment 
 

 SIGNED ________________________________  
 Library Director or Designee 
 
*Any person planning to attend this meeting who need special accommodations in order to participate should call the Library 
Administration Office at 715-261-7213 or e-mail library-administration@mcpl.us one business day before the meeting. 
 
EMAILED TO: Marathon County Media Group  NOTICE POSTED AT COURTHOUSE 
EMAILED BY: H. Wilde  BY:  ____________________________________________  
EMAILED DATE & TIME: July 14, 2026 at 7:50 a.m.  DATE & TIME: ____________________________________  

 

https://meet.goto.com/MarathonCountyPublicLibrary/boardoftrusteesmeeting
tel:+18668994679,,739053413
mailto:library-administration@mcpl.us
mailto:library-administration@mcpl.us


Regular meeting of the Marathon County Public Library Board of Trustees, Monday, June 15, 
2026. 
 
Present: Reid Rayome, Aaron Griner, LeeAnn Podruch, Andrea Sheridan, Leah Giordano   
 
Absent:   Kari Sweeney, Joyce Griese, Sarah Watson 
 
Others: Katelyn Killian, Nicole Metz-Andrews (remote), David Hahn, Heather Wilde, 

Stephanie Martell, Ashley Heiden and one additional visitor 
 
 
The meeting was called to order at 12:02 p.m. by Reid Rayome.  
Reid Rayome welcomed visitors to the meeting.  
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY LEEANN PODRUCH; SECONDED BY ANDREA SHERIDAN TO 
APPROVE THE BOARD OF TRUSTEE MINUTES FROM THE MAY 18, 2026, MEETING.  MOTION 
CARRIED. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY ANDREA SHERIDAN; SECONDED BY LEEANN PODRUCH TO 
APPROVE THE MAY 2026 BILLS AND SERVICES REPORT.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Public Comments – None 
 
President –None 
 
Other Board Members – None 
 
Director’s Report – Presented in the Board packet and by Director Leah Giordano. 

• The Summer Library Program kick-off event had over 600 attendees despite being 
moved indoors for the weather. 

• Trustee training week is coming up August 10th -13th and links will be sent to MCPL 
trustees for virtual training opportunities. 

• Due to the proposed divestment of the county’s River Drive property, free parking for 
library employees in the associated parking lot will end.  County Administrator Leonhard 
has talked with City of Wausau personnel about other employee parking options. There 
is a parking ramp option with a proposed cost of $15 per month per person.  Board 
trustees support the library paying parking fees, if necessary, to prevent staff from 
paying out of pocket. 

 
Board Committees – None 
 
Friends of the Library – The Friends gained three new board members at their last meeting and 
will meet next week. 
 



MCPL Foundation – The Foundation met in May and elected new officers. 
 
Wisconsin Valley Library Service –None  
 
Consideration of request from US Small Business Administration Office of Disaster Recovery 
Resilience for Space Agreement – This group is looking to use space in the library if a disaster 
declaration occurs in Wisconsin for the Ringle tornado. SBA would use the space to assist 
tornado victims.  Library staff are working to determine the best space for the group without 
interfering with regular library services.   
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY AARON GRINER SECONDED BY ANDREA SHERIDAN TO APPROVE 
THE REQUEST FROM THE US SMALL BUSINESS ADMINISTRATION OFFICE FOR DISASTER 
RECOVERY RESILIENCE FOR SPACE AGREEMENT PENDING DECLARATION OF A DISASTER AREA 
IN RINGLE.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Resource Agreement – This is the standard annual agreement between WVLS and MCPL. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY ANDREA SHERIDAN SECONDED BY LEEANN PODRUCH TO APPROVE 
THE 2027 RESOURCE LIBRARY AGREEMENT. MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Policy Updates 

• 7.59 Unattended Customer Policy- Terminology was changed to include other 
individuals needing support.  The policy and procedure were separated into two 
different documents.   

 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY AARON GRINER; SECONDED BY LEEANN PODRUCH TO APPROVE 
POLICY UPDATE 7.59, THE UNATTENDED CUSTOMER POLICY, AS PRESENTED.  MOTION 
CARRIED. 
 

• 7.67 Pest Control Policy- The intent of the policy is to protect the library building, 
patrons and staff if pests are found on materials or a visiting patron. 

 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY ANDREA SHERIDAN; SECONDED BY AARON GRINER TO APPROVE 
POLICY 7.67, PEST CONTROL, AS PRESENTED.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Spencer Branch Overview – Presented by Ashley Heiden, Spencer Branch Coordinator 

• The Spencer branch started in 1875 with 30 books. 

• In 1974, the Spencer library merged with the Marathon County Library and became the 
Spencer branch.  

• Spencer has had 65 programs so far this year (January-May). 

• 193 students visited the library this spring with their class. 

• The Spencer branch book club started in 2004 and has been running for 22 years, with 
an average attendance of 15 per meeting in 2025. 



• The Honor Flight card making program started in 2015 at Spencer and is an opportunity 
for community members to make cards for veterans going on an Honor Flight. 

• “What’s happening in Spencer” is a program where people can come hear what’s new in 
Spencer from the police chief and village administrator. 

• The Spencer High School handbell choir plays a concert for the public annually.  In 2026 
this program had 35 attendees. 

• A Minecraft Unplugged party and an escape room were popular events in 2025. 

• After the meeting, Ashley provided a tour of the library for the Board of Trustees.  
 
 
Announcements – None 
 
Request for Future Agenda Items- None 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY LEEANN PODRUCH; SECONDED BY ANDREA SHERIDAN TO 
ADJOURN AT 12:53 P.M.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
   
 SIGNED    
 Library Director or Designee 
 
 
Note: These minutes are subject to approval at the next Library Board meeting scheduled for 
July 20, 2026. 



Regular meeting of the Marathon County Public Library Board of Trustees, Monday, May 18, 
2026. 
 
Present: Reid Rayome, Kari Sweeney (remote), Joyce Griese, Aaron Griner (remote), 

LeeAnn Podruch, Andrea Sheridan (remote), Leah Giordano   
 
Absent:   Sarah Watson 
 
Others: Katelyn Killian, Nicole Metz-Andrews, David Hahn, Heather Wilde, Stephanie 

Martell 
 
The meeting was called to order at 12:00 p.m. by Reid Rayome.  
Reid Rayome welcomed visitors to the meeting.  
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY LEEANN PODRUCH; SECONDED BY JOYCE GRIESE TO APPROVE THE 
BOARD OF TRUSTEE MINUTES FROM THE APRIL 20, 2026, MEETING.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY JOYCE GRIESE; SECONDED BY LEEANN PODRUCH TO APPROVE THE 
APRIL 2026 BILLS AND SERVICES REPORT.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
Public Comments – None 
 
President –None 
 
Other Board Members – None 
 
Director’s Report – Presented in the Board packet and by Director Leah Giordano. 

• Sarah Watson, county board supervisor, was elected to the Library Board. 

• County Administrator Leonard has asked for a preview of 2027 expected new budget 
requests from all county departments. 

• CCITC installed new phones at the Wausau location of the library last Thursday.  A new 
call handler will direct phone calls to the appropriate extension. 

• The new email addresses for the library are active, and staff are working to inform 
contacts before the old email addresses are turned off.  

• Ruder Ware is including MCPL flyers in summer kits for area children. 

• The county is working to sell the buildings on River Drive where several library staff 
employees park.  County Administrator Leonhard talked to the city mayor about 
possible staff parking solutions for when this occurs. 

• Staff are working to add new entryway signage to the children’s area.  

• Ben Miller, the state librarian, visited the Rothschild branch at the beginning of his state 
tour. 

 
Board Committees – None 



 
Friends of the Library – The Friends made over $2500 at their recent sale.  A few new people 
have expressed interest in joining the Friends board. 
 
MCPL Foundation – The Foundation met Thursday. Some long-term members have termed out, 
so there are new officers in addition to a new member on the board. 
 
Wisconsin Valley Library Service –The WVLS Board met Saturday.  The Board is still conducting a 
search for a new director.  The Board discussed the 2027 WVLS/MCPL Resource Agreement.  
Their next meeting is in August. 
 
Summer Library Program 2026 presented by Tara Hornbeak, Youth Service Librarian. 
After handing out the Summer Library Program booklet, Tara shared information about this 
year’s program: 

• The theme is Unearth a Story, which is centered around dinosaurs. 
• Branches and Wausau staff have been working on plans for performers, activity books, 

crafts, story time in the parks, book prizes and more. 
• Staff members are reaching out to schools and visiting with students across the county. 
• The reading challenge is broken into two parts and is based on the number of days 

children read rather than the number of books. 
• Teens have their own library challenge and activities including Dungeon and Dragons, 

illustration and writing contests, and crafts. 
• Once again there will be a summer kick-off party with a petting zoo, face painting, a 

planting project with the Master Gardners, and more. 
• The library card pool day will allow free entry to the pools with a library card. 
• Patrons will be able to register for Summer at the Mead and take a bus to the Mead 

Wildlife Area for wildlife programs. 
• This year the library will also be celebrating the USA’s 250th birthday with a craft project 

for patrons. 
 
Announcements – None 
 
Request for Future Agenda Items- None 
 
A MOTION WAS MADE BY KARI SWEENEY; SECONDED BY JOYCE GRIESE TO ADJOURN AT 
12:44 P.M.  MOTION CARRIED. 
 
   
 SIGNED    
 Library Director or Designee 
 
 



Marathon County Public Library Bills for approval June 2026

Library

52131 Financial, Banking and Investment Services

Unique Management Services Inc 11.65$                               

Financial, Banking and Investment Services 11.65$                               

52164 Contractual Services

Per Mar Security & Research Corporation 5,242.81$                          

Contractual Services 5,242.81$                          

52250 Telephone, Internet and Cable

Charter Communications 529.72$                             

Frontier 999.51$                             

Telephone, Internet and Cable 1,529.23$                          

52560 Other Special Services

Blackstone Publishing 61.95$                               

BroDart 877.76$                             

Ingram Library Services LLC 9.00$                                 

Rockford Map Publishers Inc. 10.95$                               

Other Special Services 959.66$                             

52561 Reimburse County

Everett Roehl Marshfield Public Library 202.00$                             

Reimburse county 202.00$                             

52932 Copier Charges

Marco Technologies LLC 914.00$                             

Copier charges 914.00$                             

52990 Sundry Contractual Services

Colby Community Library 10.00$                               

Sundry Contractual Services 10.00$                               

53161 Books Library

Amazon Capital Services 706.29$                             

BroDart 5,553.50$                          

DC Everest School District 75.00$                               

Ingram Library Services LLC 1,177.17$                          

OverDrive Inc 2,374.48$                          

Rockford Map Publishers Inc. 63.75$                               

Wausau East High School 55.00$                               

Books Library 10,005.19$                        

53168 Audio-Visual Materials

Amazon Capital Services 693.89$                             

Blackstone Publishing 952.77$                             

Library Ideas LLC 929.88$                             

Midwest Tape LLC 2,612.59$                          

Playaway Products LLC 587.91$                             

Audio-Visual Materials 5,777.04$                          

53169 E-Books Library

WI Valley Library Service 37,414.16$                        

E-books Library 37,414.16$                        

53190 Office Supplies

Amazon Capital Services 250.65$                             

Staples 106.40$                             

Office Supplies 357.05$                             

53220 Subscriptions

TP Printing Company 510.00$                             

Subscriptions 510.00$                             

53221 Electronic Subscriptions

Proquest Information & Learning Company 4,421.48$                          

Electronic Subscriptions 4,421.48$                          



Marathon County Public Library Bills for approval June 2026

53240 Membership Dues

WI Valley Library Service 12,900.00$                        

Membership Dues 12,900.00$                        

53260 Advertising

Greater Wausau Chamber of Commerce 325.00$                             

Multi Media Channels LLC 525.00$                             

Advertising 850.00$                             

53321 Personal Auto Mileage

Staff 779.44$                             

Personal Auto Mileage 779.44$                             

53340 Commercial Travel

Staff 43.76$                               

Commercial Travel 43.76$                               

53350 Meals

Staff 35.44$                               

Meals 35.44$                               

53360 Lodging

Staff 179.39$                             

Lodging 179.39$                             

53494 Technology Supplies

Amazon Capital Services 77.75$                               

CDW Government Inc 274.00$                             

WI Valley Library Service 532.00$                             

Technology Supplies 883.75$                             

53936 Other Supplies

Amazon Capital Services 36.28$                               

Indianhead Federated Library System 961.85$                             

Staples 162.00$                             

Other Supplies 1,160.13$                          

55320 Building/Offices Rent

Hatley, Village of 1,781.60$                          

Marathon City, Village of 357.36$                             

Mosinee, City of 48.89$                               

Rothschild, Village of 2,250.00$                          

Stratford, Village of 1,374.26$                          

WI Public Service Corporation 323.92$                             

Building/Offices Rent 6,136.03$                          

Library - Gifts/Donations

52164 Contractual Services

Tank Mates LLC 749.00$                             

Contractual Services 749.00$                             

52172 Artist and Event Performances Services

Huckbody, Angela 300.00$                             

REGI Raptor Education Group Inc 329.95$                             

Artist and Event Performances Services 629.95$                             

53161 Books Library

BroDart 31.80$                               

Books Library 31.80$                               

53936 Other Supplies

Amazon Capital Services 945.27$                             

Staff 18.65$                               

Other Supplies 963.92$                             

Grand Total 92,696.88$                        

*Current as of 7/8/26  when pulled from Workday (county system)



Marathon County Public Library Budget vs Actual (Library cost center) for June 2026*

 Ledger Account  Amended Budget  Actuals (Current Period)  Actuals (YTD)  Budget Remaining 

Library Cost Center

Revenues

41110 General Property Taxes 3,838,584.00$             -$                                   3,838,584.00$             -$                             

46170 Sale of Maps, Poll Lists, Copies 16,000.00$                  1,225.71$                          7,793.77$                    (8,206.23)$                   

46190 Other General Government Fees 33,000.00$                  2,224.75$                          15,114.89$                  (17,885.11)$                 

46710 Library Fees 47,000.00$                  12,540.97$                        23,335.12$                  (23,664.88)$                 

48200 Rental of Buildings and Property 46,215.00$                  11,553.75$                        23,107.50$                  (23,107.50)$                 

48900 Other Miscellaneous Revenues -$                             -$                                   604.75$                       604.75$                       

49299 Transfers from Fund Balance 12,860.00$                  -$                                   12,859.80$                  (0.20)$                          

Total Revenues 3,993,659.00$             27,545.18$                        3,921,399.83$             (72,259.17)$                 

Personnel Expenses

51111 Salaries and Wages 2,204,984.00$             169,101.36$                       1,019,455.41$             1,185,528.59$             

51120 Overtime 5,207.00$                    -$                                   -$                             5,207.00$                    

51390 Other Special Pay -$                             1,425.02$                          7,936.70$                    (7,936.70)$                   

51510 Social Security 169,080.00$                12,289.79$                        74,389.48$                  94,690.52$                  

51520 Retirement Employers Share 146,166.00$                11,097.15$                        67,528.95$                  78,637.05$                  

51541 Dental Insurance 9,971.00$                    791.48$                             4,046.22$                    5,924.78$                    

51550 Life Insurance 531.00$                       42.67$                               202.83$                       328.17$                       

51560 Workers Compensation 1,375.00$                    102.89$                             618.05$                       756.95$                       

51590 Other Employer Contributions 32,629.00$                  1,767.92$                          13,302.41$                  19,326.59$                  

51593 Health Insurance 486,873.00$                35,711.13$                        182,989.50$                303,883.50$                

Personnel Expenses Total 3,056,816.00$             232,329.41$                       1,370,469.55$             1,686,346.45$             



Marathon County Public Library Budget vs Actual (Library cost center) for June 2026*

Operating Expenses

52130 Accounting and Audit Services 5,000.00$                    -$                                   -$                             5,000.00$                    

52131 Financial, Banking and Investment Services 1,200.00$                    11.65$                               583.21$                       616.79$                       

52150 Architectural, Engineering and Planning Services -$                             -$                                   -$                             -$                             

52192 Other Professional Services 6,500.00$                    -$                                   -$                             6,500.00$                    

52250 Telephone, Internet and Cable 24,000.00$                  1,529.23$                          8,442.97$                    15,557.03$                  

52420 Machinery/Equipment Maintenance Services 6,000.00$                    -$                                   1,699.00$                    4,301.00$                    

52140 Technology Services 28,400.00$                  -$                                   21,116.24$                  7,283.76$                    

52164 Contractual Services 56,200.00$                  5,242.81$                          24,879.53$                  31,320.47$                  

52560 Other Special Services 43,000.00$                  959.66$                             10,347.94$                  32,652.06$                  

52561 Reimburse County 7,500.00$                    202.00$                             6,020.00$                    1,480.00$                    

52932 Copier Charges 12,500.00$                  914.00$                             5,630.42$                    6,869.58$                    

52990 Sundry Contractual Services 9,000.00$                    10.00$                               1,076.50$                    7,923.50$                    

53110 Postage and Courier 3,000.00$                    -$                                   741.93$                       2,258.07$                    

53130 Printing and Forms 5,500.00$                    -$                                   -$                             5,500.00$                    

53142 Software - IT 3,000.00$                    -$                                   3,000.00$                    -$                             

53161 Books Library 286,667.00$                10,005.19$                        61,983.30$                  224,683.70$                

53168 Audio-Visual Materials 60,193.00$                  5,777.04$                          24,485.02$                  35,707.98$                  

53169 E-Books Library 37,415.00$                  37,414.16$                        37,414.16$                  0.84$                           

53190 Office Supplies 21,000.00$                  357.05$                             4,190.69$                    16,809.31$                  

53220 Subscriptions 17,000.00$                  510.00$                             1,551.28$                    15,448.72$                  

53221 Electronic Subscriptions 25,500.00$                  4,421.48$                          21,388.46$                  4,111.54$                    

53240 Membership Dues 126,600.00$                12,900.00$                        126,367.89$                232.11$                       

53250 Registration Fees/tuition 3,200.00$                    -$                                   -$                             3,200.00$                    

53260 Advertising 4,000.00$                    850.00$                             1,422.60$                    2,577.40$                    

53321 Personal Auto Mileage 7,500.00$                    779.44$                             3,968.63$                    3,531.37$                    

53340 Commercial Travel -$                             43.76$                               43.76$                         (43.76)$                        



Marathon County Public Library Budget vs Actual (Library cost center) for June 2026*

53350 Meals -$                             35.44$                               35.44$                         (35.44)$                        

53360 Lodging -$                             179.39$                             305.39$                       (305.39)$                      

53410 Meeting Expenses 1,000.00$                    -$                                   245.21$                       754.79$                       

53494 Technology Supplies 5,500.00$                    883.75$                             1,990.40$                    3,509.60$                    

53936 Other Supplies 10,500.00$                  1,160.13$                          3,807.12$                    6,692.88$                    

53999 Miscellaneous Expense & Prior Year Expenditures -$                             -$                                   (86.21)$                        86.21$                         

55190 Insurance Other Premiums 58,968.00$                  -$                                   -$                             58,968.00$                  

55320 Building/Offices Rent 61,000.00$                  6,136.03$                          24,226.47$                  36,773.53$                  

Operating Expenses Total 936,843.00$                90,322.21$                        396,877.35$                539,965.65$                

Total Expenditures 3,993,659.00$             322,651.62$                       1,767,346.90$             2,226,312.10$             

Net Change -$                             (295,106.44)$                     2,154,052.93$             2,154,052.93$             

*Current as of 7/8/26  when pulled from Workday (county system).  



Budget Actuals (Current 

Period)

Actuals (YTD) Budget Remaining

Library - Gift/Donation Cost Center 

Total Revenues 200,623.00$            5,200.00$                245,663.80$            45,040.80$              

Total Expenditures 200,623.00$            2,374.67$                33,918.35$              166,704.65$            

Library - Gift/Donation Cost Center Net -$                         2,825.33$                211,745.45$            211,745.45$            

CIP- Library Cost Center

Total Revenues 412,533.00$            -$                         412,533.22$            0.22$                       

Total Expenditures 412,533.00$            -$                         160,071.66$            252,461.34$            

CIP-Library Net Change -$                         -$                         252,461.56$            252,461.56$            

Marathon County Public Library Budget vs Actual (additional cost centers) June 2026*

*Current as of 7/8/26  when pulled from Workday (county system).  



TOTAL CIRCULATION STATISTICAL SUMMARY
For the month of June 2026

Branch 2025 CURRENT MONTH 2026 CURRENT MONTH % CHANGE 2025 YEAR-to-DATE 2026 YEAR-to-DATE % CHANGE

ATHENS 1,724 1,619 -6.09% 11,573 9,651 -16.61%

EDGAR 1,164 1,307 12.29% 7,030 6,654 -5.35%

HATLEY 2,030 2,096 3.25% 12,342 11,883 -3.72%

MARATHON 2,425 2,694 11.09% 13,797 15,608 13.13%

MOSINEE 2,662 2,681 0.71% 13,572 13,988 3.07%

ROTHSCHILD 8,421 8,547 1.50% 47,125 48,754 3.46%

SPENCER 1,146 1,037 -9.51% 6,243 6,491 3.97%

STRATFORD 2,262 2,184 -3.45% 11,309 11,085 -1.98%

WAUSAU 35,592 33,842 -4.92% 192,648 182,747 -5.14%

WAUSAU DRIVE UP 1,294 1,447 11.82% 8,588 8,875 3.34%

HOMEBOUND 242 315 30.17% 2,952 1,734 -41.26%

ILL 206 216 4.85% 1,293 1,336 3.33%

OVERDRIVE 18,561 19,514 5.13% 113,004 118,564 4.92%

GRAND TOTAL 77,729 77,499 -0.30% 441,476 437,370 -0.93%

7/1/2026 9:29 AM



ON-SITE CIRC TO NON-RESIDENT CUSTOMERS
For the month of June 2026

CUSTOMER STATISTICAL CLASSES

WVLS- WVLS- WVLS- SCLS- NFLS- WVLS- SCLS- TOTAL NON- TOTAL % of CIRC

CLARK LANGLADE LINCOLN PORTAGE SHAWANO TAYLOR WOOD RESIDENT CIRC CIRC by BRANCH

ATHENS 48 0 35 0 0 479 0 562 9,651 5.82%

EDGAR 0 0 13 0 0 0 0 13 6,654 0.20%

HATLEY 2 0 20 0 0 0 0 22 11,883 0.19%

MARATHON 2 0 28 0 0 8 0 38 15,608 0.24%

MOSINEE 22 0 22 0 0 0 0 44 13,988 0.31%

ROTHSCHILD 19 0 101 0 0 9 0 129 48,754 0.26%

SPENCER 360 0 1 0 0 0 914 1,275 6,491 19.64%

STRATFORD 4 0 2 0 0 2 89 97 11,085 0.88%

WAUSAU 40 0 1,735 0 0 149 49 1,973 182,747 1.08%

WAUSAU DRIVE UP 0 0 1 0 0 0 0 1 8,875 0.01%

MISC* 121,634

TOTAL MCPL 497 0 1,958 0 0 647 1,052 4,154 437,370 0.95%

% of CIRC

by COUNTY 0.11% 0.00% 0.45% 0.00% 0.00% 0.15% 0.24%

*MISC=HOMEBOUND,WVLS-D,WVLS-L,Ill, OVERDRIVE



TOTAL MONTHLY CUSTOMER COUNT
For the month of June 2026

2025 CURRENT MONTH 2026 CURRENT MONTH % CHANGE

MARATHON COUNTY

RESIDENT ADULT 53,820 54,599 1.45%

RESIDENT CHILD 9,159 9,183 0.26%

HOMEBOUND 86 87 1.16%

STAFF 70 57 -18.57%

TEMPORARY 518 584 12.74%

TOTAL FOR MARATHON COUNTY 63,653 64,510 1.35%

ADULT 2,749 2,859 4.00%

CHILD 241 251 4.15%

TEMPORARY 35 39 11.43%

TOTAL FOR NON-COUNTY ON SITE BORROWERS 3,025 3,149 4.10%

ILL 422 423 0.24%

GRAND TOTAL 67,100 68,082 1.46%

INTERLIBRARY LOAN

NON-COUNTY ON SITE BORROWERS

7/1/2026 9:47 AM
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Marathon County Public Library 
Director Report 

July 2026 
 

Highlights  

Summer Library Program Begins! 

In June, we kicked off the Summer Library Program with a celebration at MCPL-Wausau. 

Although a forecast of rain led us to move 

the event indoors, the kickoff still drew 650 

attendees! Families enjoyed meeting a 

variety of animals courtesy of Whitehaven 

Petting Zoo, planting flowers with the North 

Central Wisconsin Master Gardeners, 

spinning the prize wheel for giveaways, 

creating SLP-themed buttons, and getting 

their faces painted. 

Throughout the month, we offered 37 youth programs with a total attendance of 2,485! 
Families with young children enjoyed story times both at the library and in the community. So 
far this summer, we've hosted outdoor story times at Rib Mountain State Park, the 
Kronenwetter Farmer’s Market, Oak Island Park, and Brockmeyer Park. Thanks to our ongoing 
collaboration with the Mead Wildlife Area, participants were able to take field trips to the Mead 
to learn about snakes and forests, and to create nature-inspired art. We also welcomed Snake 
Discovery to Wausau for an engaging live animal program that attracted 335 attendees. 

Teens enjoyed a variety of Dungeons & Dragons programs throughout the month, along with 
creative opportunities like wander journal making and rock painting. 

By the end of June, 154 children and teens countywide had already earned their first prize book. 
We also welcomed 24 new participants to the 1000 Books Before Kindergarten program and 
celebrated the two children who completed the program. Our readers are incredible!             
                         - Tara H, Youth Services Librarian 

 

Branches 

Summer at MCPL is always busy and filled with fun! Miller and Mike, former circus clowns 
and magnificent jugglers, entertained families in Athens (104) and Mosinee (99). Mischief 
and Magic shared a show featuring magic, fossils, geodes, and other unique oddities in 
Athens (94), Hatley (75), and Rothschild (55). The always-popular Snake Discovery 
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presented in Edgar (85) and Stratford (135). We hosted the Raptor Education Group for the 
Night Moves show in Rothschild (100) 
and Marathon City (127). Children 
also had the chance to meet and 
learn about barn owls, falcons, and 
more! The Whitehaven Petting Zoo 
visited Spencer (79), where children 
were able to interact with many farm 
and exotic animals. The Master 
Gardeners visited Rothschild (64) for 
a special story time and helped 
children plant their own flowers. Crafts were very popular countywide, including Amber 
Fossil and Dino Eye Magnets, Fossil Necklaces, Spaghettisaurus Dinos, Dinosaur 
Suncatchers, Prehistoric Rock Art, and Egg Carton Geodes.  
 

Our summer reading program is going very well. We have handed out many booklets and 
are starting to see children return with their goals met. As of June 30, the MCPL branches 
have had 73 children complete the first stage of the reading challenge. 
 
Athens had a fun idea to get adults to participate in “Unearth a Story,” our theme of the 
summer, by hosting a “Literary Dig.” Several books are wrapped and placed in a tub 
featuring a new genre each week. Many are being checked out and read. Patrons don’t 
know what book they’ve selected until they get home and unwrap their reading treasure. 
 

Stratford’s week-long Dino Days of Summer was a huge hit with the kids. Children were 
tasked with finding a dinosaur egg hidden somewhere in the library that paired them with a 
dinosaur they could adopt as their summer reading buddy. Participants could then design a 
habitat for their dinosaur using recycled supplies and craft materials. We saw some very 
creative dino homes, and the kids loved it! More than 150 people participated- this proved 
to be an excellent way to get kids into the library early in the summer to pick up the activity 
books that alert them to all our programs as well as the fun reading challenge. 
 
The Athens Branch was closed on June 10, 2026, due to a loss of power throughout the 
village caused by early morning storm damage. Over 100 trees went down in the village due 
to straight-line winds. 
 
David visited multiple branch locations in June to begin installation of our new phones. 
Service will be switched over soon. Panic buttons are now operational in all locations with 
the new phones. 
 
In staffing news, Sarah will be on maternity leave starting June 29 at the latest. She greatly 
appreciates everyone who is covering and keeping the branch running in her absence! 
        –Laura W, Branch Team Lead 
 

Library Services 

In addition to Summer Library Program fun, June also featured several special events and 
celebrations. In honor of America's 250th birthday, the Youth Services team hosted two patriotic 
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programs: Stars & Stripes Glitter Jars (127 attendees), where children created red, white, and 
blue sensory jars, and Create & Celebrate USA (35 attendees), where participants decorated 
tote bags or T-shirts using patriotic stencils. We also celebrated Stitch Day with themed crafts, a 
photo booth, a tropical candy guessing game, and a showing of Disney's live-action Lilo & Stitch. 
Our “June is Dairy Month” themed scavenger hunt was completed by 138 children. Teens had a 
blast with D&D summer programming throughout the month.  

The Adult Services team dove right into 

summer with the Wisconsin Historical 

Society! In June we became a stop on the 

Wisconsin History Makers tour with an 

exhibit installed in our Reference Collection 

(2nd floor). The exhibit features stories and 

artifacts from shipwrecks on Wisconsin’s 

Great Lakes and will be in our library 

through July. To complement this feature, 

we hosted speakers from the National 

Marine Sanctuary Foundation and the 

Wisconsin Shipwreck Coast National Marine 

Sanctuary. Adult patrons enjoyed learning about invasive water species and the archaeology of 

the Great Lakes.                         -Tara H, Youth Services Librarian & Julie K, Adult Services Librarian 

 

Library Services Statistics & Activities  

Team News & Projects 

• Notary: 28 appointments 

• Proctoring: 2 appointments 

• Tech Time: 5 appointments 

• MCPL study rooms were booked 78 times in June 

• Homebound Services: 
o Items sent out: 233 
o Volunteer deliveries completed: 20 
o New (or recently returned) HB patrons: 1 
o Active HB accts at the start of the month: 81 
o Reading slips, letters, or notes received: 25 

• Weeding: 
o Edgar: Adult Music CD, Adult Large Print 
o Marathon City: Juvenile Graphic Noves, Juvenile Favorites 
o Rothschild: Juvenile Picture Books 
o Wausau: Adult Nonfiction 780-799, Adult Fiction Pa-Py, Adult Music CD 

• Ongoing projects: 
o Central Wisconsin Book Festival (Margaret) 

▪ The committee met on June 15 
▪ Met with The Story Cellar to discuss hosting CWBF events 

o Collection maintenance and development (Kate, Murray) 
▪ Continued weeding CDs at branch locations 

o Graphic and web design/management (Ben) 

https://calendar.wisconsinhistory.org/event/we-like-to-dive-right-in-collections-highlight-06052026-0000/
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o Library history digitization project (Julie) 
o Lost and found management (Kathy) 
o Marketing and social media (Haley) 
o Obituary indexing (Jordan, Julie, Kathy) 
o Outreach 

▪ Delivered MCPL event posters to local businesses (Margaret, Olivia) 
▪ School visits to promote SLP (Youth Services) 

o Policy and Procedure Committee (Kate, Rose) 
▪ The committee met on June 2 

o Programming 
▪ Summer Library Program launched with a kickoff party and many events 

throughout June (Tara, Rose, Olivia) 
▪ Created fall Youth programming plan and discussed with Library Services 

Manager (Rose, Tara) 
o Training  

▪ Staff are completing County-provided Cybersecurity and AI training 
o Universal design implementation 

▪ Website Accessibility Learning Group meeting (Ben) 

Events and Programs 

Youth Events 

Story Times:  

• June 3: Play & Learn Story Time—47 

• June 4: Family Story Time—31 

• June 6: Rib Mountain State Park Story Time—45 

• June 6: Rib Mountain State Park Story Time—40 

• June 7: Kronenwetter Farmers’ Market Story Time—44  

• June 10: Play & Learn Story Time—52 

• June 11: Family Story Time—46 

• June 15: Story Time at the parks: Oak Island—72 

• June 17: Play & Learn Story Time—85 

• June 18: Family Story Time—41 

• June 24: Play & Learn Story Time—81 

• June 25: Family Story Time—37  

• June 29: Story Time at the Parks: Brockmeyer—85 
 
Other Programs:  

• June 2: John Muir Middle School SLP Promo Visit—120 

• June 6: Teen D&D Club—3 

• June 8: SLP Kickoff Party—650 

• June 8: Character Building for Beginners—11 

• June 9: D&D Summer Adventure—13 

• June 9: Pokémon Club—50 

• June 11: Mead: Snakes—26  

• June 11: Wander Journal Making—5 

• June 16: D&D Summer Adventure—12 

• June 17: Let’s Play: Hades—0 

• June 18: Mead: Forestry Fun—32 

• June 18: Teen D&D Club—8 

• June 18: LEGO Club—35 

• June 19: Stars & Stripes Glitter Jars—127  

• June 22: Snake Discovery—335 
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• June 22: Rock Painting—10 

• June 23: D&D Summer Adventure—14 

• June 23: Create & Celebrate USA—35  

• June 25: Mead: Nature-Inspired Art—33 

• June 25: Guerilla Gardening Seed Bursts—0 

• June 26: Stitch Day Celebration—45 

• June 27: Read to a Therapy Dog—63 

• June 30: D&D Summer Adventure—14 

• June 1-30: Children’s Room Scavenger Hunt—138  
 

• Number of June Youth Services programs – 37 

• Total attendance for June Youth Services programs – 2,485 
 
 

Adults/All Ages Events 

• June 1-6: Community Plant Swap—186 

• June 1-6: School Supply Swap—27 

• June 3: Blockbuster Bingo: The Mummy—3 

• June 8: Genealogy Meetup—7  

• June 10: Fiber Artists Meetup—3 

• June 11: Aquatic Species—8 

• June 16: Beginning Genealogy for Families—3 

• June 17: Community Game Night—8 

• June 18: MCPL’s Amazing History—12 

• June 20: Trivia: Reality TV—0 

• June 22: Adaptive Communities—11 

• June 22: Native Plant Diseases Talk—6 

• June 23: Maritime Archaeology of the Great Lakes—30 

• June 24: Creative Writers Collective—6 

• June 25: Book Club: The House in the Cerulean Sea—3 

• June 25: Genetic Genealogy with DNA Doe Project—10 

• June 30: GMs Guild Session 0—5 
 

• Number of June programs and activities – 17 

• Total attendance/participation for June programs – 328 
 

Media Summary 

Social Media Statistics: 

• Facebook (MCPL): 6,562 followers (+198) 
o New interactions, reactions/comments: (+1,649) 
o New follows (+216) 
o Unfollows (-18) 
o Views: 195.3K 

• Pinterest: 961 (+1) 

• Goodreads: 354 friends (+0), 1508 reviews (+0) 

• Instagram: 1,310 followers (+10)  
o Views: 6.5K 

• YouTube: 528 subscribers (+1) 



  

6 
 

Hot Happenings in the River District (email newsletter) 

• June 3—Summer Kickoff Party 

• June 10—Story Times at the Parks: Oak Island 

• June 17—Snake Discovery  

• June 24—Using Genetic Genealogy to Identify Jane & John Doe 

Central Wisconsin Broadcasting  

• June 7—Marathon County Public Library Invites Everyone to Unearth a Story at All Library 

Locations 

Central Wisconsin News 

• June 29—Central Wisconsin lists family and kids events for June 28-July 4 

City Pages 

• May 28-June 3—HIGHLIGHTS: Illustration Contest; Events: Wausau Book Club: “Lady Tan’s Circle of 

Women” by Lisa See, USA Time Travelers-MO, Community Plant Swap-MC (unfortunately should 

be WA), Community Plant Swap-ED, Illustration Contest, School Supply Swap-WA, Cribbage-MO, 

Blockbuster Bingo-WA, Marathon City Book Club: “Be Ready When the Luck Happens: A Memoir” 

by Ina Garten, Edgar Book Club: “The Summer Pact” by Emily Griffin, Hatley Book Club: “Dear 

Edward” by Ann Napolitano, Escape the Library-MO, Athens Book Club: “Jefferson’s Daughters” by 

Catherine Kerrison; Lectures/Workshops: Genealogy Meetup-WA; Kids/Teens: Summer Library 

Program Theme & Reading Challenge, Summer Community Journal, Dinosaur Suncatchers-ST, 

Amber Fossil Eye Magnets-AT, Summer Library Program Kickoff Party-WA, Dino Days of Summer-

ST, Egg Carton Geodes-RO, Dungeons & Dragons: Character Building for Beginners-WA, Raptor 

Education Group: Night Moves-RO, MC, Dungeons & Dragons: Teen Summer Adventure-WA, Clay 

Fossil Necklaces-MO, Pokémon Club-WA, Jurassic Party-AT, Mini Makers-RO, Wander Journals-

WA, Prehistoric Rock Art-AT, Egg Carton Geodes-ED, Read to a Therapy Dog-HA. 

• June 4-10—HIGHLIGHTS: Kids Summer Kickoff Party, Raptor Education Group: Night Moves; BIG 

GUIDE—Events: Community Plant Swap-MC (wrong unfortunately), ED, Illustration Contest-all 

locations, School Supply Swap-WA, Book Clubs-MC, ED, HA, AT, MO, ST, Escape the Library-MO, 

Summer at Mead: Sssnakes!-WA, Puzzle Social-RO, Cribbage-MO; Lectures/workshops: Genealogy 

Meetup-WA, Fiber Artists Meetup-WA, RO, A Closer Look at Aquatic Invasive Species-WA, Flower 

Pot Painting-ED, Patriotic Wall Décor-ST; Kids/Teens: Summer Library Program & Reading 

Challenge-all locations, Community Journal-all locations, Dinosaur Suncatchers-ST, MC, Summer 

Library Program Kickoff Party-WA, Dino Days of Summer-ST, Egg Carton Geodes-RO, ED, Dungeons 

& Dragons Character Building for Beginners-WA, Raptor Education Group: Night Moves-MC, RO, 

Dungeons & Dragons: Teen Summer Adventure-WA, Clay Fossil Necklaces-MO, AT, Pokémon Club-

WA, Jurassic Party-AT, Mini Makers-RO, Wander Journals-WA, Prehistoric Rock Art-AT, Read to a 

Therapy Dog-HA, RO, Amber Fossil & Dinosaur Eye Magnets-MC, Beginning Genealogy for 

Families-WA, Miller & Mike’s Comedy Juggling Show-MO, Let’s Play: Hades-WA, Whitehaven 

Petting Zoo-SP, Teen D&D Club-WA, LEGO Block Party-WA. 

• June 11-17—Editorial note page 2 (contributor’s memory of MCPL), Book Review page 7, Join free, 

weekly field trips to Mead Wildlife Area this summer (standalone article, page 6); HIGHLIGHTS: 

Story Time at the Park-WA; BIG GUIDE—Events: Illustration contest-all locations, Summer at 

Mead: Sssnakes!-WA, Puzzle Social-RO, Book Club-MO, ST, RO, WA, Cribbage-MO, Community 

Game Night-WA, Summer at Mead: Forestry Fun-WA, MCPL’s Amazing History-WA, Friends of 

MCPL Members Only Book Sale-WA, Trivia: Reality TV-WA, USA Time Travelers-MC; Kids/Teens: 

https://centralwisconsinnews.com/entertainment-event-this-week-in-central-wisconsin-june-7-13
https://centralwisconsinnews.com/entertainment-event-this-week-in-central-wisconsin-june-7-13
https://centralwisconsinnews.com/central-wisconsin-lists-family-and-kids-events-for-june-28-july-4
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Summer Library Program & Reading Challenge-WA, Wander Journals-WA, Read to a Therapy Dog-

HA, Amber Fossil & Dinosaur Magnets-MC, Beginning Genealogy for Families-WA, Clay Fossil 

Necklaces-AT, RO, Miller & Mike’s Comedy Juggling Show-MO, AT, Let’s Play: Hades-WA, 

Whitehaven Petting Zoo-SP, Teen D&D Club-WA, LEGO Block Party-WA, Read to a Therapy Dog-

RO, Stars & Stripes Glitter Jars-WA, Summer Community Journal-all locations, Dino Days of 

Summer-ST, Dinosaur Suncatchers-MC, Prehistoric Rock Art-AT, Egg Carton Geodes-ED, AT, SP, 

Rainbow Rubber Band Creations-HA, Build a Spaghettisaurus-AT, Rock Painting-WA, Snake 

Discovery: Reptiles Around the World-WA, ED, MC, ST, Create & Celebrate USA-WA, Guerilla 

Gardening Seed Bursts-WA. 

• June 18-24—HIGHLIGHTS: Creative Writers Collective-WA; BIG GUIDE—Events: Illustration 

contest-all locations, Summer at Mead: Forestry Fun-WA, MCPL’s Amazing History-WA, Friends of 

MCPL Members Only Book Sale-WA, USA Time Travelers-MC, Book Club-ST, RO, WA, Summer at 

Mead: Nature-Inspired Art-WA, Chalk Week-HA, Cribbage-MO, GMs Guild-WA; 

Lectures/Workshops: Stamp Carving-HA, Native Plant Diseases Presentation-WA, Explore Maritime 

Archaeology-WA, Using Genetic Genealogy to Identify John & Jane Doe-WA; Kids/Teens: 

Whitehaven Petting Zoo-SP, Teen D&D Club-WA, Read to a Therapy Dog-RO, Stars & Stripes Glitter 

Jars-WA, Rainbow Rubber Band Creations-HA, Build a Spaghettisaurus-AT, Egg Carton Geodes-SP, 

Rock Painting-WA, Snake Discovery: Reptiles Around the World-WA, ED, MC, ST, Clay Fossil 

Necklaces-RO, Create & Celebrate USA-WA, Guerilla Gardening Seed Bursts-WA, Stitch Day 

Celebration & Movie Showing-WA, Read to a Therapy Dog-WA, LEGO Block Party-RO, Dinosaur 

Suncatchers-HA, Mischief & Magic: Mischief Menagerie-AT, HA, RO, Play & Learn-WA, Family Story 

Time-RO, Summer Library Program & Reading Challenge-all locations, Summer Community 

Journal-all locations, Prehistoric Rock Art-AT, Dinosaur Suncatchers-MC, Prehistoric Rock Art-AT, 

Egg Carton Geodes-ED. 

• June 25-July 1—Kids Corner: Summer Library Program & Reading Challenge-all locations, Summer 

Community Journal-all locations, Rainbow Rubber Band Creations-HA, Build a Spaghettisaurus-AT, 

Egg Carton Geodes-SP, HA, Guerilla Gardening Seed Bursts-WA, Stitch Day Celebration & Movie 

Showing-WA, Read to a Therapy Dog-WA, LEGO Block Party-RO, Dinosaur Suncatchers-HA, 

Mischief & Magic: Mischief Menagerie-AT, HA, RO, Play & Learn-WA, Family Story Time-RO, MC, 

Teen Creative Writing Contest-all locations, Amber Fossil & Dinosaur Eye Magnets-RO, The 

Mammoth Hunter-WA, MO, ST, Family Story Time-ED, Mini Makers-RO, Family Story Time-AT, 

Tom Pease-SP, Clay Fossil Necklace-ST, ED, Crafts & Dragons: Papercraft Spell Boxes-WA, 

Minecraft Unplugged-MC, Story Time at the Parks: Sylvan Hill-WA, Play & Learn-MO, Clay & Seed 

Mosaics-AT, Dinosaur Suncatchers-SP, Egg Carton Geodes- MC, Read to a Therapy Dog-HA, The 

Juggler with the Yellow Shoes-MC, RO, Family Story Time-HA, Pokémon Club-WA, Family Story 

Time-RO, Let’s Play: Sea of Stars-WA, Teen D&D Club-WA, Read to a Therapy Dog-RO, LEGO Block 

Party-WA, Movie Showing: GOAT-WA, Pirate Week-MC, QR Code American Scavenger Hunt-WA, 

The Magic of Isaiah-HA, ED, WA, Dig into Summer Story Time-SP, Clay Fossil Necklace-HA, Family 

Story Time-ED, Amber Fossil & Dinosaur Eye Magnets0MO, A Mammoth Story Time-ST, Library 

Card Pool Day-WA, Pirate Story Time-MC, Pompeii Mosaics-WA, Read to a Therapy Dog-WA, LEGO 

Club-RO, Story Time at the Parks: 3M, Dinosaur Suncatchers-AT, Egg Carton Geodes-ST, Family 

Story Time-HA, Dinosaur Pencil Holders-SP; BIG GUIDE—Events: Illustration Contest-all locations, 

USA Time Travelers-MC, Summer at Mead: Nature-Inspired Art-WA, Book Club-WA, Chalk Week-

HA, Cribbage-MO, GMs Guild-WA, Blockbuster Bingo-WA, Summer at Mead: Decision Making in 

Conservation-WA, USA Time Travelers-AT; Lectures/Workshops: Using Genetic Genealogy to 

Identify John & Jane Doe-WA, Fiber Artists Meetup-WA, RO, Air Plant Terrarium-WA; Kids/Teens: 

Summer Library Program & Reading Challenge-all locations, Summer Community Journal-all 
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locations, Rainbow Rubber Band Creations-HA, Build a Spaghettisaurus-AT, Egg Carton Geodes-SP, 

HA, Guerilla Gardening Seed Bursts-WA, Stitch Day Celebration & Movie Showing-WA, Read to a 

Therapy Dog-WA, LEGO Block Party-RO, Dinosaur Suncatchers-HA, Mischief & Magic: Mischief 

Menagerie-AT, HA, RO, Play & Learn-WA, Family Story Time-RO, MC, Teen Creative Writing 

Contest-all locations, Amber Fossil & Dinosaur Eye Magnets-RO, The Mammoth Hunter-WA, MO, 

ST, Family Story Time-ED, Mini Makers-RO, Family Story Time-AT, Tom Pease-SP, Clay Fossil 

Necklace-ST, ED, Crafts & Dragons: Papercraft Spell Boxes-WA. 

o ½ page SLP Promo advertisement featured on page 17. 

Mosinee Times 

• June 11—”Come Play Cribbage with Your Community at MCPL, Mosinee,” and “MCPL Wausau 
Invites All Ages To Come On Mead Wildlife Area Field Trip To Learn About Snakes.” 

• June 18—“Enjoy Friendly Games Of Cribbage at MCPL Mosinee – All Are Invited,” MCPL Youth 
Events: Whitehaven Petting Zoo-SP, D&D Club-WA, Read to a Therapy Dog-RO, LEGO Club-
Wausau, Stars & Stripes Glitter Jars-WA.  

• June 25—“Enjoy Friendly Games Of Cribbage AT MCPL Mosinee – All Are Invited, June 30,” MCPL 
Youth Events: Rainbow Rubber Band Creations-HA, Build a Spaghettisaurus-AT, Egg Carton 
Geodes-SP.   

Record Review 

• June 3—People—Athens: Book club, Jurassic Party, Prehistoric rock art, Clay fossil necklaces; 

Edgar: Book club, Flower pot painting Egg carton geodes; Marathon City: Raptor Edcuation Group, 

Dinosaur suncatchers, Dino Magnets; Stratford: Dino Days egg search, Dementia risk reduction; 

Marathon County: Geneaolgoy meet-up-WA.  

• June 10—People—Athens: Prehistoric rock art, Juggling show, Clay fossil necklaces; Edgar: Flower 

pot painting, Egg carton geodes; Marathon City: Dinosaur Suncatchers, Dino magnets; Stratford: 

American flag décor, Dino Days egg search, Dementia risk reduction.  

• June 17—People—Athens: Prehistoric rock art, Build a spaghettisaurus; Edgar: Snake Discovery; 

Marathon City: Historical trivia game; Stratford: Snake Discovery; Marathon County: 120 years of 

library history-WA, Plant disease clinic-WA, Mead Wildlife field trip-WA, DNA DOE Project 

presentation-WA.  

• June 24—People—Athens: Mischief & Magic, Time travel game, Book club, Story times; Edgar: 

Book club, Family Story Times; Marathon City: Book club, Family Story Times, Pirate Story; 

Stratford: Book clubs, Mammoth Story Time; Marathon County: Mead Wildlife field trip-WA, 

Creative Writing contest-WA.  

Tribune Record Gleaner [Spencer] 

• June 3—Library Events: Fiber artists meetup, Ready, Set, Game!, USA Time Travelers, Cribbage, 

Read, white, and blue chalk fest.  

• June 10—Library Events: USA Time Travelers, Red, White, and Blue Chalk Fest, Ready, Set, Game!, 

Dig into Summer Storytime, Whitehaven petting zoo.  

• June 17—Library Events: Whitehaven Petting Zoo, Ready, Set, Game!, Egg carton geodes.  

• June 24—Visiting with the Animals [2-page standalone news article featuring colorful pictures]—

Library Events: Ready, Set, Game, Egg carton geodes, Tom Pease. 

Village Voice [Spencer digital newsletter] 

• June—Fiber Artists Meetup, Ready, Set, Game!, USA Time travelers, Cribbage, Red, White, & Blue 
Chalk Fest, Dig into Summer Story Time, Whitehaven Petting Zoo, Egg Carton Geodes.  

https://www.waow.com/local-events/create-unique-chain-mail-jewelry-at-wausau-library-event-january-17/article_f847cb1c-2c47-4eb8-b92a-93de3b991663.html
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WAOW 

• June 4—Marathon County Public Library offers free bus trip to Mead Wildlife Area this summer 

• June 24—All ages welcome for free mammal-themed crafts and learning at Mead Wildlife Area 

Wausau Daily Herald 

• June 10—Discover history of Marathon County Public Library at free Wausau talk & X coverage 

• June 12—Wausau library hosts creative writing group for adults June 24 & Facebook coverage & X 

coverage 

• June 15—Wausau library hosts free board game night June 17 for teens & adults 

• June 18—Wausau library offers free nature-inspired trip to Mead Wildlife Area 

• June 19—Marathon County Public Library branches host free July story times 

• June 23—Find out what Marathon County library book clubs are reading in July & Facebook 

coverage & X coverage 

• June 24—Test your knowledge of American history with library trivia adventure & Facebook 

coverage & X coverage 

• June 25—Teens and adults invited to enter library’s creative writing contest 

• June 26—Wausau library offers Mead Wildlife Area trip to learn about mammals 

• June 27—Adults invited to create a free air plant terrarium at Wausau library 

Wausau Pilot & Review 

• June 4—Kronenwetter Farmers Market opens Sunday for 15th season 

• June 6—Looking for your next summer read? Start with these library picks 

• June 18—Marathon County Public Library programs 

• June 20—Marathon County Public Library book clubs: July 

• June 20—Sensation Summer Reads: This week’s picks for adults and kids 

• June 24—Marathon County Public Library programs 

• June 26—Wausau library offers Mead Wildlife Area trip to learn about mammals 

• June 29—Marathon County Public Library story times: July 

Wausau Times/Buyer’s Guide 

• June 10—Join fellow board games enthusiasts at MCPL Wausau’s community game night 

Wausonian (Substack newsletter, 2000+ subscribers)  

• June 17—Wausome Weekend Guide, Snake Discovery events.  

WDLB (Radio station) 

• June 15—Marathon County Public Library Looking for Local Artists and Illustrators 

• June 16—Marathon County Public Library’s Summer Reading Challenge: “Unearth a Story” 

• June 16—Marathon County Public Library Wants to Hear From Teens About Their Summer 

• June 25—Marathon County Public Library Looking for Creative Writers 

WSAW  

• June 3—Kronenwetter Farmers Market Starts this Weekend 

WSAU 

• June 29—Marathon County Health Officials Urge Caution During Heat Warning 

https://www.waow.com/news/marathon-county-public-library-offers-free-bus-trip-to-mead-wildlife-area-this-summer/article_17854310-d3f5-480b-850b-dd9be109d9df.html?fbclid=IwY2xjawSOlutleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBzcnRjBmFwcF9pZBAyMjIwMzkxNzg4MjAwODkyAAEeJobalU1dbK6yd1qUL5j5gD5384r8ateuihwccWApqhzD3tQQdzXxNK7ptAM_aem_4_LGsv79Szx_FepZkzFJEg
https://www.waow.com/news/all-ages-welcome-for-free-mammal-themed-crafts-and-learning-at-mead-wildlife-area/article_e47ede9c-951c-4ed7-83db-2f75bb209c80.html?fbclid=IwY2xjawSqecxleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBicmlkETF6aUt6TUtpVDB1enRsSUNkc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHtNLoBMeUUhCWiPAo8NAjjfQJnG90kjgonDiez7TV-wJF-jVzzuCbO_RKfZK_aem_7Q1qfmy8rXByIGD3AiJmyw
https://www.wausaudailyherald.com/story/news/local/2026/06/10/discover-history-of-marathon-county-public-library-at-wausau-presentation/90408567007/
https://x.com/wausauherald/status/2064679066624512285
https://www.wausaudailyherald.com/story/news/local/2026/06/12/wausau-library-hosts-creative-writing-group-for-adults-june-24/90496217007/?gnt-cfr=1&gca-cat=p&gca-uir=true&gca-epti=z115603p000550c000550e003300v115603d--56--b--56--&gca-ft=145&gca-ds=sophi&utm_campaign=trueanthem&utm_medium=social&utm_source=facebook&fbclid=IwY2xjawSqdkBleHRuA2FlbQIxMQBicmlkETF6aUt6TUtpVDB1enRsSUNkc3J0YwZhcHBfaWQQMjIyMDM5MTc4ODIwMDg5MgABHrfAkOCtI_bWJn1cXBQRtRmvBdRnMVWLYmhGDlG2qBqkJR51jR3PH3WBlhUq_aem_rxS8rG2w91FGm_veLL2TDw
https://www.facebook.com/wausaudailyherald/posts/the-marathon-county-public-library-invites-adult-writers-to-join-a-free-creative/1671704634613174/
https://www.facebook.com/wausaudailyherald/posts/the-marathon-county-public-library-invites-adult-writers-to-join-a-free-creative/1671704634613174/
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Materials  

Youth 
 

2026 
Annual 
Budget 

Rollover from 
2025 

Total 
w/carryover 

Free Balance Spent as of  
6-30-26 

% 
Spent  

Juvenile Audiobooks $10,000.00 $29.99 $10,029.99 $5,723.99 $4,306.00 42.93% 

Juvenile CDs $50.00 $0.00 $50.00 $50.00 $0.00 0.00% 

Juvenile DVDs $5,400.00 $67.47 $5,467.47 $3,700.47 $1,767.00 32.32% 

Juvenile Streaming $2,100.00 $0.00 $2,100.00 $1,037.50 $1,062.50 50.60% 

Juvenile Video Games $2,350.00 $0.00 $2,350.00 $965.43 $1,384.57 58.92% 

Young Adult Audio Books $1,800.00 $0.00 $1,800.00 $851.23 $948.77 52.71% 

Youth AV Subtotal $21,700.00 $97.46 $21,797.46 $12,328.62 $9,468.84 43.44% 

Juvenile Fiction $26,000.00 $1,257.28 $27,257.28 $13,911.91 $13,345.37 48.96% 

Juvenile Nonfiction $27,500.00 $927.36 $28,427.36 $16,139.31 $12,288.05 43.23% 

Juvenile Picture Books $35, 000.00 $580.16 $35,580.16 $18,123.61 $17,456.55 49.06% 

Juvenile Spanish $1,500.00 $102.14 $1,602.14 $790.32 $811.82 50.67% 

Young Adult Fiction $12,200.00 $625.30 $12,825.30 $6,798.54 $6,026.76 46.99% 

Young Adult Graphic Novels $4,700.00 $1,195.14 $5,895.14 $2,334.07 $3,561.07 60.41% 

Young Adult Nonfiction $3,400.00 $228.80 $3,628.80 $2,014.58 $1,614.22 44.48% 

Juvenile e-books $2,000.00 $0.00 $2,000.00 $1,462.02 $537.98 26.90% 

Youth Print Subtotal $112,300.00 $4,916.18 $117,216.18 $61,574.36 $55,641.82 47.47% 

Youth Services TOTAL  $134,000.00 $5,013.64 $139,013.64 $73,902.98 $65,110.66 46.84% 

 

Adult 

  2026 
Annual 
Budget 

Rollover 
from 
2025 

Total 
w/carryover 

Monthly 
Allotment 

Free 
Balance 

Spent YTD % 
Spent  

Adult Audiobooks $8,000.00 $0.00 $8,000.00 $727.27 $3,050.54 $4,949.46 61.87% 

Adult Music CD $2,500.00 $51.26 $2,551.26 $227.27 $887.93 $1,663.33 65.20% 

Adult DVD $15,000.00 $44.24 $15,044.24 $1,363.64 $5,138.37 $9,905.87 65.84% 

Adult Video Games $1,800.00 $0.00 $1,800.00 $163.64 $574.92 $1,225.08 68.06% 

Adult AV Subtotal $27,300.00 $95.50 $27,395.50 $2,481.82 $9,651.76 $17,743.74 64.77% 

Adult Paperbacks $2,000.00 $253.63 $2,253.63 $181.82 $1,316.91 $936.72 41.56% 

Adult Fiction $50,000.00 $789.77 $50,789.77 $4,545.45 $21,311.91 $29,477.86 58.04% 

Adult LT Fiction $11,200.00 $966.10 $12,166.10 $1,018.18 $4,700.81 $7,465.29 61.36% 

Adult Non-fiction $72,000.00 $5,392.08 $77,392.08 $6,545.45 $34,501.91 $42,890.17 55.42% 

Adult Non-fiction S.O. $2,000.00 $0.00 $2,000.00 N/A $1,615.00 $385.00 19.25% 

Adult Biographies $9,500.00 $349.08 $9,849.08 $863.64 $4,206.25 $5,642.83 57.29% 

Adult Spanish $500.00 $0.00 $500.00 $45.45 $500.00 $0.00 0.00% 

Adult Hmong $750.00 $0.00 $750.00 $68.18 $630.54 $119.46 15.93% 

Overdrive - ebooks $20,625.00 $0.00 $20,625.00 $1,875.00 $10,872.76 $9,752.24 47.28% 

Adult Streaming $4,125.00 $0.00 $4,125.00 $375.00 $2,000.00 $2,125.00 51.52% 

Adult Print Subtotal $172,700.00 $7,750.66 $180,450.66 $15,700.00 $81,656.09 $96,669.57 53.57% 

Adult Services TOTAL  $200,000.00 $7,846.16 $207,846.16 $18,181.82 $91,307.85 $114,413.31 55.05% 

 

Support Services Statistics & Activities 

Circulation Team 
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• New library card applications processed by the Circulation Team: 295 

• Accounts linked: 32 

• Checkout total for Wausau First Floor: 33,842  

• ILL team processed 216 Interlibrary Loan items 
o Eligible requests – 100 

▪ Unfilled – 7 
▪ Cancelled - 1 

o Ineligible requests (according to policy) – 15 
o Problematic items – 1, invoice sent for lost/damaged MCPL item 
o Courtesy Returns – 11 
o Miscellaneous 

▪ ILL addresses formatted in Sierra to V-Cat guidelines - 66 

• Kanopy Statistics: 
o 42 accounts created 
o 1,322 unique visits  
o 9,809 minutes watched 

• Kajeet Hotspot Data:  
25 active hotspots 
o 856,378 MBs of data consumed 
6404 Homework hours logged 

• Passports News: The MCPL Passport team accepted a total of 34 passport applications at $35.00 
each, and 50 photos were taken at $15.00 each for a total of $1,940.00 recorded.  We also 
assisted with 23 renewal applications. 

o 27 Adult Passport Books 

o 7 Minor Passport Books  

o 2 Adult Passport Cards (all attached to book applications) 

o 0 Minor Passport Cards  

• Ashley H: 
o Rounding with Nicole 

o Policy and procedure meeting 

o Set up passport room, restocked passport supplies 

o Created new Courtesy Return label with new email for ILL 

o Created WISCAT guide for submitting/receiving renewal requests (SMART Goal) 

o Attended WISCAT User Group Meeting  

o Helped sort carts, empty bins, pull list, and shelf read 

o Processed newspapers 

o Went over with Ying on Requesting Copies through WISCAT  

o Met with Stephanie and Ying on Creating Customer Invoices in Workday for ILL libraries 

o Adult fiction weeding/storage list 

o Began updating ILL library addresses to correctly align with WVLS Formatting Address in 

Sierra 

• Ying X: 
o Circ desk duties: 

▪ Covered lunch shift 6/29 
o ILL processing: 

▪ Assisted with ILL approvals, cancellations, transit, check-ins, and notifying 
patrons 

• Helped Ashley in the processing of 72 ILL requests 
▪ Updated 142 ILL library account records, address formatting 
▪ Reviewed ILL holds and stats with Ashley 

o Drive up: 
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▪ Mended workroom items 
▪ Closed window 

o SMART goals 
▪ Complete Module 3 of New Passport Agent course 
▪ Reviewed Hmong AV collection materials with (call# I-N) 
▪ Translated non-fiction DVD titles 

• Maggie B: 
o Checked in transits 
o sorted carts/ emptied bin 
o merging juvenile to adult fines 
o processed new videogames 
o ordered supplies 
o unlinking 16-year-old accounts from parent/guardian account 
o Drive-thru 
o Pull Lists 
o Passports 
o Desk 

• Erin Q: 
o Assisting with SLP D&D program 
o D&D Character Creation program 
o Cover Drive-Thru break 6/4 
Pull List 6/29 
Damages and Billing 

▪ 16 billed, 11 paid 
▪ 5 NDLs 

• Mai Yia L: 
o Adult fiction collection weeding 
o Had regular shifts at the drive-up and worked on projects downstairs  
o Library card application double checks  
o Inventory work in juvenile nonfiction  
o Young Adult switchovers 

• Shea J:  
o Currently helping Olivia with ongoing Teen Zone makeover 
o Assisted Children's dept with preparing materials for numerous SLP activities 
Weeding for notated music books and nonfiction 

• Ollie C: 
o Created switchover, clean-up, location code, and missing in inventory lists throughout 

the month for Circ team to work on.  
o Completed WVLS billing list.  
o Worked on WVLS Missing in Transit list.  
o Account maintenance with Unique.  
o Double checked card apps 
o Created a list and worked on removing patron accounts that had signed up online and 

never came to get a card if they are older than five years.  
Created a list and worked on removing very old accounts without fines and barcodes that had 

been expired by more than five years. 

• Over the course of the month no patrons were banned due to policy violations. 

Page Team   

• Throughout the month, the Page Team shelved 30,458 items.  They handled an additional 3,506 
more items for holds or transits to home libraries. 

• Sophie and Jacob continued to work on inventory in the juvenile non-fiction collection.  

• Jacob worked on a weeding list in adult fiction.  
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• Sophie shifted the young adult graphic novel and manga collections are we finished the relabeling 
project.  

• Sophie and Jacob did some clean-up work in the new adult DVDs; removing some of last year’s 
items and cleaning and shifting.  

• Gina continues to help doing some repair work in Support Services. 

Support Services Team 

o Circulation total for Wausau Drive Up: 1,447. 
o Cataloger updates (James and Jailin): 

▪ James attended a Policy and Procedures Committee meeting on 6/2. 
▪ James attended the V-Cat Council meeting on 6/4 and gave a report on behalf of 

the Bib Committee. 
▪ Jailin attended the Spring 2026 WILIUG Conference at the Milwaukee Public 

Library on June 4 & 5, attending sessions that discussed RDA, OCLC’s AI 
initiatives, ethics regarding AI in cataloging, Innovative updates, EDI setup with 
Amazon, getting started with EDI for new vendors, and a Sierra forum.  

▪ Jailin began DMing for the Teen D&D Summer Adventure SLP program on 6/9. 
This program will occur every Tuesday through the end of August. 

▪ James attended the Team Leads meeting with the Director on 6/10. 
▪ James met with Nicole on 6/11 to discuss support services team mid-year 

reviews. 
▪ Jailin attended Aspen cover image training on 6/11. 
▪ James and Jailin attended the Aspen Catalogers Group meeting on 6/18. Topics 

discussed include edition display, picture book format labels, display of narrator 
as contributor, and series display. 

▪ James and Jailin met with Rachel (WVLS) for discussion and training on 
sideloading Kanopy records into Aspen on 6/23. MarcEdit tasks have been set up 
in preparation for this process. 

o Acquisitions and vendor updates: 
▪ Dawn reports all invoices paid, cancellations completed, and funds balanced. 
▪ Brodart 

• Dawn cancelled over 500 titles that were past backorder life. These and 
future titles will be ordered with Ingram in hopes we receive items 
sooner. 

• Brodart appears to be shipping items more frequently since the large 
batch of cancellations has been completed. 

▪ Ingram 

• Our FTP server access was briefly disabled by Ingram as part of a 
security review, preventing order placement until new passwords were 
distributed. New passwords have been received and ordering has 
resumed. 

• James met with Rachel (WVLS) on 6/17 to discuss improvements to the 
Ingram ordering process, including 001 bib fixes, automation of 
holdings updates, and inclusion of bib material type in tag mapping and 
grids. 

o In-progress project updates: 
▪ Art binder (Kayla) – Formatting of binder pages and photo taking continues. 
▪ Easy reader box sets (Jailin) – We’ve ordered and received enough of the new 

plastic containers to complete the project. Switching easy reader box sets to the 
new containers is in progress, with 5 branches yet to complete as well as the 
remainder of Wausau. 

▪ Hotspots (James) – There are 4 hotspots currently checked out that need new 
packaging once returned. 
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▪ Hmong DVD collection (Jailin) – Improvement of bib and spine label accuracy 
continues, with the project estimated to be about 50% complete. 

o Other updates: 
▪ The team had a group meeting on 6/3 to discuss our staff association events for 

the coming months. Breakfast All Day was successfully held on 6/23, where grab 
and go breakfast foods were available throughout the day for staff. 

▪ Thank you to Mai Yia, Ying, and Maggie for contributing to support services 
workflows by covering the drive thru, cleaning discs, and mending/processing 
items. 

Information Technology 

• Email Migration Project: 

o All MCPL staff marathoncounty.gov email accounts have had their backups restored to 

their new marathoncountylibrary.org email accounts. 

• Nicole is working with CCITC for Workday access with new .org domain 

• Staff with dedicated workstations have been moved to A3 licensing for Office Suite 

• Branch WebEx phones installed by David 

• Current Status of Fiber connections at Branches: 
o Josh at WVLS configuring edge routers to work with our current firewall configurations.  
o Athens: 

▪ Groundwork to building is complete. Scheduling Pieper Power and Mastec to do 

the final bore location. 

o Edgar: 

▪ Met with Pieper Power and Mastec to finalize bore location into building for 

fiber run. The current plan will not work coming from the NW as there is no 

access to basement from that direction. 04/14/2026 

o Marathon City: 

▪ Mounting point for fiber equipment installed. (Pending) 

o Mosinee: 

▪ Fiber line to building installed. (Pending) 

o Rothschild: 

▪ Fiber RAD is installed. 05/29/2026   

o Spencer: 

▪ Installed and testing prior to switch-over.   

o Stratford: 

▪ Installed and testing prior to switch-over. 

• 42 Information Technology Support Tickets closed in May 
On Going Projects: 

• Creating technology tutorials for staff 

Prospective Projects: 

• Upgrade door counter systems to PoE camera counters 

• Investigate replacing our security gates at the Wausau location 

• Upgrade / Update AV system in Community Room 

• Initiate upgrading our HP DL380 Gen 9 servers 
 

Branch Statistics & Activities 
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Athens Monthly Report 

Events and Programs 

• Our June book club pick was Jefferson’s Daughters: Three Sisters, White and Black in a Young 
America by Catherine Kerrison.  It was a historical nonfiction book depicting Thomas Jefferson’s 
life and three of his daughters.  The July Book Club pick is Boxcar Librarian by Brianna Labuskes.                          

•  Our Monthly ADRC spring office hours ran Wednesday, June 3 from 1:00-3:00 pm. Although no 
one stopped in, ADRC Specialist Jen Pagel and Kitty R. discussed a potential new program in fall 
about Power of Attorneys and their function. 

• Summer Library Program, “Unearth a Story” started on June 1.  We are signing up reading 
challenge participants daily.  

• Athens had two great programs scheduled.  Miller & Mike entertained at the Athens Community 
Hall on June 17.  104 people attended the program.  Our second program, Mischief & Menagerie 
presented a fascinating program on June 29 at the Community Hall.  The informative fossil, magic 
and giant balloon program was well attended with 94 people. 

• We had to cancel our Jurassic Party in the Athens Park scheduled for June 10th due to severe 
weather. Many trees were down in the park and the Athens area. The Party will be rescheduled 
for July 16th. 

• We had a great lineup of weekly crafts for kids: 
o Week 1 - Paper plate dinosaurs made with decorated paper plates and cardboard tube 

legs.  Nine dinos roared out the door. 
o Week 2 - Amber Glass Dinosaur Eye and fossil magnets. 50 glass magnets are stuck all 

over area refrigerators. 
o Week 3 - Prehistoric Art tiles were etched with prehistoric figures by scratching the 

plaster tiles with nails and then painted with a brown wash to bring out the designs.  This 
was enjoyed by 32 kids. Fossil Necklaces are part of the county wide art boxes.  34 
children created necklaces with air dry foam and plaster, strings, stamps, beads and 
paint. 

o Week 4 – Our Spaghettisaurus STEM Challenge was great fun.  35 participants were given 
6 long spaghetti noodles, 1 large, 5 medium, and 20 small marshmallows to create a 
dinosaur that stands.   

o Week 5 – Nine Statue of Liberty Crowns and Torches were made to celebrate our 
Country’s 250th Anniversary. 

• We also had Mini Art Painting with 13 participants, and two origami-folded bookmarks made by 
Tweens and Young Adults.   

• Our first fun adventure was a Dino Dig Puzzle.  30 children used brushes and large craft sticks to 
discover dinosaur bones covered in sand to complete the laminated dinosaur puzzle sheet.   

• This summer Athens got the adults involved in reading with our “Literary Dig”.  Several books are 
wrapped and placed in a tub featuring a new genre each week.  Several are being checked out and 
read.  Patrons don’t know what book they checked out until they get home and unwrap their 
reading treasure. 

Circulation Statistics  

• June 2026 circulation totaled 1,619 items. This is a 6.09% decrease from June 2025. In 2026 year-
to-date, Athens circulated 9,651 items. This is a 16.61% decrease from 2025.   

Library News 

• The Athens Branch closed on June 10 due to loss of power throughout the village because of early 
morning storm damage.  Over 100 trees went down in the village due to straight line winds.  The 
power was out in Athens until 5:30 that evening.  

• Princh printing, online passport renewal support, and public computer usage have become 
popular.  The white screen is available to be used for taking passport renewal photos.   
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Facilities 

• None at the time time. 

Edgar Monthly Report 

Events and Programs 

• Book club discussed the book The Summer Pact by Emily Giffin on the 9th with 6 attending. Book 
Club was patron-led due to illness. 

• On the 13th we had Terra Cotta Pot Painting with 3 participants.  

• Story time was held on the 2nd with 7 attending and on the 16th with 9 attending.  

• The annual Plant Swap was held from June 1st to the 6th with at least 15 participants.  

• The Egg Carton Geodes event was from the 15th to the 20th with 16 participating. 

• Snake Discovery presented Reptiles from around the world at Oak St Park on the 22nd with 
approximately 85 people present.  

• 2 new kids signed up for 1,000 books before kindergarten and 2 teens signed up for 100 books 
before graduation 

Circulation Statistics  

• The circulation statistics for the month of June were 1,307 items checked out. This is a 12.29% 
increase from the same month last year. A total of 6,654 items have been checked out so far this 
year. This is a 5.35% decrease from 2025.   

Library News  

• Sawyer covered the desk during the snake discovery event on the 22nd  

• Audrey attended county orientation on the 1st  

Facilities Updates 

• None at this time. 

Hatley Monthly Report 

Events and Programs 

• The 3rd, 1st, and 4th grade classes visited on 6/1 and 6/2 for SLP presentations, and their final 
library visit of the school year. They learned about the summer reading challenge and were able to 
check out books. They were great visits to get excited about summer! 

• Story time was held on 6/9 and 6/23. On 6/9, we had 20 participants for a shape themed story 
time that included books all about shapes, and an activity to create unique shapes with paper and 
tape. On 6/23 we had 11 participants for a pirate themed story time. We read books about 
pirates, sang a song about eye patches, and created our own pirate hats.  

• Book club met on 6/9 with eight participants. We discussed Dear Edward by Ann Napolitano. July’s 
book is Sharp Objects by Gillian Flynn. 

• We had our first of three Read with a Therapy Dog sessions on 6/15. We had 17 participants, 
including a group from the Boys and Girls Club!  

• DIY eraser stamp making was on 6/19. We had two participants create their own unique stamps 
using erasers and carving tools. They were then able to test out their stamps with ink pads. 

• During the week of 6/22, we had Rainbow Rubber Band Creations available during open hours. 
Patrons were invited to create bracelets and keychains using rainbow rubber bands. Instructions 
and supplies were provided. We had 17 participants over the course of the week. 

• On 6/29 we had Mischief Menagerie perform! We had 75 participants come for a magic show and 
to see a collection of fossils, geodes, and other unique specimens such as a 20-foot snake in a jar. 
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Circulation Statistics 

• In June, Hatley circulated 2,096 items. This is a 3.25% increase from last year. In 2026, Hatley has 
circulated 11,883 items. This is a 3.72% decrease from 2025.  

Library News 

• Megan made three summer reading book displays in the children’s area, one highlighting books 

that follow the SLP theme, one with summer picture books, and one with summer juvenile fiction. 

• Sawyer covered the branch on 6/8, 6/10, and 6/17. 

• Shantel created flying pterodactyls that hang from the ceiling in the children’s section. Patrons 

love them! 

• Shantel and Sawyer continued to work on inventory. 

Facilities Updates 

• David installed a new phone and brought a desk to replace a broken one on 6/12. 

Marathon City Monthly Report 

Events and Programs  

• Book Club: Lisa M. and 11 patrons had a thoughtful and lively discussion of the memoir Be Ready 
When the Luck Happens by Ina Garten.  The book club meets on the second Monday of the month 
from 5:45-6:45 pm.  The next book club session will meet on Monday, July 13th with a discussion 
of the book The Names by Florence Knapp.  

• Story Time: Our 30-minute family story time programs are held on Thursday mornings at 10:30 
am.  After a short break during the month of May to focus on class visits and preparation for the 
summer library program, our weekly story time resumed.  In June we held 4 regular family story 
time events.  The themes focused on: worms, dinosaurs, birds and nursery rhymes.  We listened 
to stories, sang songs and made simple crafts with 70 children and caregivers attending these four 
events.   

• We kicked off our Summer Library Program, “Unearth a Story” with our first “featured Youth 
event” held on June 9 at Marathon Elementary.  REGI (Raptor Education Group) brought owls and 
other raptor birds to amaze and educate the 127 children and parents during their “Night Moves” 
program.  During the week of June 15 – 20 our “Dinosaur Week” featured two DIY crafts and a 
themed story time.  We offered a drop-in “Dinosaur Suncatcher” craft and a one day “Amber 
Fossil/Dinosaur Eye” craft.  During the week, 72 children of all ages dropped in to create colorful 
dinosaur suncatchers while 22 children stopped in during the 2-hour fossil/dinosaur eye craft 
session.  On June 23, we hosted our second “featured Youth event” at Marathon Elementary.  A 
representative from the viral Snake Discovery Zoo from Maplewood, MN brought live examples of 
reptiles from continents around the world.  Over 265 children and caregivers attended this hands-
on event.  The kids loved learning about reptiles and especially being able to touch and hold them.  
During the week of June 22 – 27 we hosted a USA 250th celebration activity.  Tiny Time Travelers 
is a station game created by members of the library branch staff to help participants learn more 
about the history of the USA by completing a series of stations.  We had 20 people stop in during 
the week to explore the stations and have fun learning.  

• During the month of July, our monthly book club and weekly family story time will continue, as 
usual.  On July 10, we will host Minecraft Unplugged.  This 2-hour event will feature various 
Minecraft-themed activities including a building challenge, “pixelated selfies”, scavenger hunt and 
more.  On July 14, our last featured youth event performer, “The Juggler with the Yellow Shoes” 
will entertain the crowd at Marathon Elementary.  Dan Kirk combines dazzling juggling feats with 
humor and storytelling to weave those stories and themes from books throughout his act.  During 
the week of July 13 – 18 we are offering another SLP themed craft.  Folks can stop in any time to 
create their own egg carton geode using egg carton cups and dyed Epsom salt.  The next week, 
July 20 – 25 we are featuring our “Pirate Week.”  Kids can drop in any time during the week to 
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enjoy pirate-themed crafts, activities, a treasure hunt and more.  We will also feature a pirate 
themed story time on Thursday of that week.  On Monday, July 27, a representative from the local 
ADRC will present “Dementia Overview,” a helpful introduction to understanding dementia.  This 
event is perfect for those adjusting to a new diagnosis, looking to better support a loved one, or 
are just interested in learning more.   

Circulation Statistics  

• Marathon circulated 2,694 items during the month of June, which is a 11.09% increase from this 
time last year.  So far in 2026, Marathon circulated a total of 15,608 items.  This is 13.13% increase 
over last year.   

Library News 

• June has been extremely busy with programs during our first month of the “Unearth a Story” 
Summer Library program. 

• We’ve had about 20 children finish the first leg of their reading challenge journey. 

• Lisa H. will attend the virtual coordinators’ meeting on July 18. 

Facilities Updates 

• Village maintenance was working on relining the mainline sanitary sewer line this month. 

Mosinee Monthly Report 

Events and Programs 

• Our monthly Cribbage program had 17 patrons attending this month throughout multiple 
sessions.   

• We also kicked off the month with the USA Time Traveler game, which had a total of 30 
participants throughout 3 days.   

• Escape Rooms on the 9th and 10th had 49 patrons attend, with wonderful feedback as usual for 
this popular event! 

• A total of 50 patrons made fossil necklaces on the 9th.  

• Our monthly Play and Learn session brought in 35 patrons this month for songs, stories, play, and 
resources.  

• Our Book Club had 13 patrons attend this month’s session.  

• Miller and Miller came on the 17th for a fantastic show! Due to rain we had to move the 
performance inside to the second floor of the library, which meant we unfortunately had to turn 
away over 12 people after hitting our fire code limit of 99 people, for a total of 111 patrons that 
came to this event.  

• Passive Programs: In June we asked patrons what their dinosaur name was, with 47 patrons 
participating in this fun program. We also had 199 patrons do our first scavenger hunt of the 
summer, and 79 patrons do our ever-changing passive crafts in the children’s section.  

• Upcoming Programs: In July we will continue with our Cribbage, Book Club, and Play and Learn 
programs. We’ll also have a dinosaur suncatcher week long craft event, as well as an egg carton 
geode craft event.  

Circulation Statistics  

• Mosinee circulated 2,681 items in June 2026. This is a 0.71% increase. Mosinee has circulated 
13,988 items in 2026. This is a 3.07% increase.  

Library News 

• Library displays this month were kept themed to our Summer Reading Program “Unearth a Story” 
theme, and included “Feed Me” dinosaur themed book drop, a display with books from the 
bottom shelf that may have been previously overlooked, and an “Unearth a Story” display. Finally, 
we had a display telling patrons that “Dinosaurs didn’t read and now they’re extinct; Thank 



  

19 
 

goodness the Thesaurus survived”, which was a clue in the 4th grade Mosinee wide scavenger 
hunt because the teacher liked it so much! 

• Sarah will be on maternity leave starting on June 29th. She greatly appreciates everyone who is 
covering and keeping the branch running in her absence! 

Facilities Updates 

• None at this time. 

Rothschild Monthly Report 

Events and Programs 

• June kicked off our summer program with a bang! We hosted two family story times for 90 
patrons. The first story time featured stories, songs, and activities about frogs, while the second 
story time featured special guests from our local master gardener program! The gardeners helped 
our young patrons learn about gardening and plant their own flower to take home. We also 
hosted mini makers for 33 patrons, including a group of kids from a local daycare, a puzzle social 
for 5 adults, and monthly Lego Club for 8 people.  

• We also held an Egg Carton Geode craft for 25 people, a Fossil Necklace craft for 28 people, and a 
Read to a Therapy Dog session for 5 readers.  Special events continued with Raptor Education: 
Night Moves (100 attendees), and Mischief & Magic (55 attendees). 

• Book club met in June and discussed The God of the Woods by Liz Moore with 13 people 
attending. Next month, the club will discuss James by Percival Everett. 

• Our summer reading program is going very well. We have handed out many booklets, and are 
starting to see children return with their goals met. As of June 29th, Rothschild had 21 children 
complete the first stage of the challenge. 

• In June, we had various book displays around the library including “Forts and Treehouses” and 
“Unearth a Story.” 

Circulation Statistics  

• In June, Rothschild circulated 8,547 items. This is a 1.5% increase from last year. In 2026, 
Rothschild circulated 48,754 items. This is a 3.46% increase from last year. 

Library News 

• Branch staff weeded J nonfiction, adult nonfiction, and picture books. We also continued 
inventory. 

• Laura attended the monthly Team Lead Meeting. 

• David completed the physical install of our new phones. Service will be switched over soon. 

Facilities Updates 

• None at this time. 

Spencer Monthly Report 

Events and Programs 

• On June 5th we held our fiber artists meet up but had 0 patrons in attendance. 

• On June 9th 7 patrons came to cribbage at the library. 

• From June 8th to June 13th, 8 patrons took part in our USA Time Travelers game to celebrate the 
USA’s 250th anniversary.  

• 9 patrons visited the library during Spencerama on June 12th and June 13th to take part in our 
Red, White, & Blue Chalk Fest to celebrate the USA’s 250th anniversary.  

• Our dig into summer story time on June 16th brought in 2 patrons this month who enjoyed 
learning about worms. 
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• On June 18th we hosted the Whitehaven Petting Zoo at Lions Park and 79 patrons came and 
enjoyed seeing and petting all the different types of animals including goats, rabbits, turtles, a 
snake, and more. 

• Between June 22nd and June 27th 13 patrons came to make egg carton geodes as part of our SLP 
traveling crafts. 

• In June we held four meetings of Ready, Set, Game on Saturdays, and we had 6 patrons attend 
throughout the month.  

Circulation Statistics  

• In June, Spencer circulated 1,037 items. This is a 9.51% decrease from last year. In 2026, Spencer 
circulated 6,491 items. This is a 3.97% increase from last year. 

Library News 

• Ashley held rounding with Ann on June 4th. 

• The Marathon County Public Library Board held a meeting in Spencer on June 15th. Ashley gave a 
short presentation during the meeting and a tour of the library after the meeting. 

• Katelyn held rounding with Ashley on June 16th. 

• In June we had three new patrons sign up for 100 Books Before Graduation in Spencer. 

Facilities Updates 

• Deb Schafer, the Village of Spencer’s deputy clerk/treasurer, retired on June 15th after 12 years of 
service. Her position has been taken over by Stephanie Betlinkski.  

Stratford Monthly Report 

Events and Programs 

• The first week of our Summer Library Program, Unearth A Story, was kicked off at our Stratford 
Branch June 1 with a colorful dinosaur suncatcher craft for kids to create. Participants could 
choose a dinosaur template to trace and then use clear contact paper and small pieces of tissue to 
make a unique design to decorate a window at home. More than 60 people participated.  

• Our week-long Dino Days of Summer from June 8-13 was a huge hit with the kids. Children were 
tasked with finding a dinosaur egg hidden somewhere in the library that paired them with a 
dinosaur they could adopt as their summer reading buddy. Participants could then design a 
habitat for them, utilizing some great recycled supplies and craft materials. We saw some very 
creative dino homes built, and the kids loved it! More than 150 people participated – this proved 
to be an excellent way to get kids in the library early in the summer to pick up the activity books 
that alert them to our programs as well as the fun reading challenge. 

• Our Stomp into Summer Story Time was a colossal good time on June 10, with around 70 people 
attending. We read some fun dinosaur books to the kids, and our Youth Opportunities Library 
team (YOLO) presented a book play as well as helped us get the kids dancing to the Dinosaur 
Stomp by Koo Koo. Kids were also able to craft dinosaur masks to take home.  

• On June 15, five people attended Brain Health Basics, presented by the Aging and Disability 
Resource Center of Central Wisconsin. This educational session explained the key lifestyle habits 
that support brain health which can be a component in decreasing the risk of dementia. 

• On June 16, a dozen patrons were able to create some very charming, home-made flags to hang 
on their doors or elsewhere to help celebrate our country’s 250th anniversary. Participants were 
given a 6"x12" piece of wood to sand and paint, and provided with some creative embellishment 
supplies and ideas to add as desired.  

• Six patrons joined us at our June 17 daytime book club, and three members at our June 23 night 
book club, to discuss Heartwood by Amity Gaige. 

• About 130 people joined us June 23 when Snake Discovery visited our branch. Visitors learned 
about reptiles and even had the chance to safely touch and hold them. Snake Discovery 
introduced reptiles both large and small, from common species to rare finds and reptiles from 
every continent.  
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Circulation Statistics  

• We circulated 2,184 items in June. This is a 3.45% decrease from last year. So far in 2026, we 
circulated 11,085 items. This is a 1.98% decrease from 2026. 

Library News 

• This month, our library presented a June Bugs display with fact and fictions books all about insects, 
as well as a Soar Into Summer display featuring fiction books with birds on their covers.  

• A giant mammoth head created out of cardboard was added to our Unearth a Story SLP décor, 
joining some prehistoric cave drawings and tools, such as axes, clubs and even a few bones, 
crafted with old newspapers and paper mâché’—all created by our YOLO group.  

Facilities Updates 

• David visited on June 15 to begin installation of our new phone. Our panic button is now 

operational.  

• The front door to our branch broke on June 22. The Village’s Public Works Dept. was able to fix it 

temporarily and they are now awaiting parts for a permanent fix. They are also working on rekeying 

two other side doors that do not have keys. 
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WISCONSIN VALLEY LIBRARY SERVICE      
Board of Trustees Meeting      
March 21, 2026 
Wausau, Wisconsin  
 
 
President Tom Bobrofsky called the meeting to order at 9:30 AM. Roll call was taken by Emily 
Rogers, and a quorum was declared present. 
 
 

Present     Others Present 
Tom Bobrofsky, President   Marla Sepnafski, WVLS Director 
Kay Palmer, Vice-President    Erica Brewster, WVLS staff* 
Mike Otten, Treasurer   Josh Klingbeil, WVLS staff  
Sonja Ackerman, member   Jamie Matczak, WVLS staff* 
Candice Grunseth, member  Emily Rogers, WVLS staff 
Jill Indrebo, member    Brenda Walenton, WVLS staff 
Jim Mildbrand, member   Kris Adams Wendt, WVLS staff* 
Jane Neal, member      
Eileen Persike, member   Vacant 
Judy Peterson, member   Oneida County representative   
 
Excused      
Carol Bartlein, member 
Jacqui Kopplin, member    
Zoe Morning, member  
Kari Sweeney, member    
 
*denotes remote attendance         
  
NOTE: All exhibits may be accessed at https://wvls.org/about-wvls/board-council-
committees/bot-agenda-materials/ 
 
 
CONSENT AGENDA APPROVAL (Exhibits 1a, 1b) 
Jim Mildbrand noted a minor correction needed in the Resource Library report regarding 
wording. Judy Peterson/Jane Neal motion to approve the agenda and minutes from the 
February 21, 2026 meeting as amended. All aye. Motion carried. 
 
FINANCIAL REPORTS AND CURRENT BILLS (Exhibits 2a-7b) 
In response to a question about the $295,000 transfer of funds reported in the January 2026 
General Ledger Summer, Brenda Walenton explained that a $295,000 transfer was made 
from the money market account to the checking account to cover large expenses, noting 
funds are kept in investments as long as possible to accrue interest before being moved as 
needed.  

https://wvls.org/about-wvls/board-council-committees/bot-agenda-materials/
https://wvls.org/about-wvls/board-council-committees/bot-agenda-materials/
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Kay Palmer/Sonja Ackerman motion to approve the financial reports and current bills as 
presented. All aye. Motion carried.  
 
2025 WVLS ANNUAL REPORT (Exhibit 8) 
Marla Sepnafski presented the 2025 WVLS Annual Report. She noted that all member 
libraries met compliance requirements and that WVLS met all statutory obligations.  
Jim Mildbrand/Candice Grunseth motion to approve the report as presented. All aye. 
Motion carried. 
 
V-CAT BYLAWS (Exhibit 9)  
Katie Zimmermann presented revisions to the V-CAT bylaws to formalize hybrid meeting 
procedures, including quorum determination, participation expectations, and voting clarity 
using audio or chat. She noted that the proposed revisions had been reviewed and approved 
by the WVLS V-CAT Steering Committee and the V-CAT Council prior to being brought to the 
Board. Zimmermann also explained changes to attendance requirements and 
communication of absences. She summarized that weighted voting is based on each 
library’s financial contributions and relative share of system circulation and holdings, with 
each library receiving at least one vote and the potential for additional weight based on 
resource sharing. Motions require approval by both a majority of members and the weighted 
vote. 
Sonja Ackerman/Kay Palmer motion to approve the V-Cat Bylaws as presented. All aye. 
Motion carried. 
 
V-CAT PARTICIPATION AGREEMENT (Exhibit 10) 
Katie Zimmermann reviewed proposed updates to the V-CAT Participation Agreement, 
noting that the changes had been reviewed and approved by the V-CAT Steering Committee 
and the V-CAT Council. She explained that the primary revision would transition the 
calculation of member shares from a single-year model to a three-year average. 
Zimmermann stated that this change is intended to reduce year-to-year fluctuations in costs 
that can result from temporary changes in circulation or collection size, such as building 
closures, large weeding projects, or significant material purchases. She noted that share 
calculations are based on each library’s proportion of overall V-CAT circulation and holdings, 
and that using a multi-year average would provide greater stability and predictability for 
member libraries. She also indicated that the revisions include clarifying language within the 
agreement to better define how calculations are applied. 
Mike Otten/Kay Palmer motion to approve the V-CAT Participation Agreement as 
presented. All aye. Motion carried. 
 
REPORTS  
Resource Library (Exhibit 11) 
The Marathon County Public Library shared the agenda and Director’s Report for the March 
16, 2026 MCPL Board of Trustees meeting, and minutes from the February 16, 2026 meeting. 
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WVLS Director (Exhibit 12) 
Marla Sepnafski shared highlights including the successful completion and submission of 
the 2025 public library annual reports recognizing the significant staff effort involved in data 
collection, review, and coordination with member libraries. 
 
Jamie Matczak reported on current scholarship opportunities supported through WVLS 
Special Projects funds. She also provided updates on the inaugural WVLS Spring Conference 
and highlighted plans for National Library Week, including a system-wide engagement 
activity encouraging patrons to share what they value about their libraries. Additional 
updates included upcoming delivery tracking efforts and continued communication through 
system newsletters. 
 
Emily Rogers reported on the implementation of monthly topic-based communications for 
library directors, designed to provide timely guidance on key areas. She also highlighted 
WVLS grant opportunities available to member libraries. She noted collaborative training 
efforts, including the CCBC workshop and a partnership with IFLS to provide a webinar series 
focused on reducing staff workload during summer programming. 
 
Rogers also shared highlights from the Promoting Early Childhood Conference she attended. 
A preconference session on nature-based learning was presented by Project WET, Project 
WILD, and Project Learning Tree. Participation in the session provided certification 
opportunities that may support future training for libraries. She further highlighted key 
themes from the conference, including strategies for supporting self-regulation and co-
regulation in early childhood settings, and emphasized the importance of trauma-informed 
approaches when working with youth. 
 
Kris Adams Wendt provided legislative updates, noting that the 2025–2026 legislative 
session has largely concluded, with no major library-impacting legislation advancing. She 
reported on continued monitoring of both state and federal developments, including 
advocacy efforts related to federal library funding and anticipated changes in legislative 
leadership following upcoming elections. 
 
Erica Brewster reported on increased demand for website services driven by new 
accessibility requirements. Many libraries are transitioning to LEANWI-supported platforms 
as external vendors are unable to meet compliance standards. She discussed the significant 
staff time required for both new website builds and accessibility updates, as well as ongoing 
efforts to develop training and tools to support libraries in maintaining accessible content. 
Brewster also highlighted WVLS’s leadership role in statewide collaboration on accessibility 
and technology initiatives. 
 
 
 
COLAND (Exhibits 13a, 13b)  
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Josh Klingbeil reported on recent COLAND activities. He noted that DPI continues to track 
legislation in coordination with WLA and other partners. Klingbeil also shared updates from 
the Governor’s Broadband Task Force, which is developing action steps across several focus 
areas, including digital skills and affordability, with libraries identified as key community 
anchor institutions. Additionally, an archivist internship program may be developed to 
support local digitization projects. 
 
WVLS Endowment Committee Agenda/Minutes February 21, 2026 (Exhibits 14a, 14b) 
Brenda Walenton provided an update regarding the sale of the property at 616 LaSalle 
Street. She reported that the meeting to finalize the transaction was canceled by the trustee 
of the estate due to a paperwork issue. The parties are working to reschedule and expect to 
complete this transaction in April. 
 
WVLS Executive Committee Agenda/Minutes February 21, 2026 and March 13, 2026 
(Exhibits 15a-16b)  
Materials from the WVLS Executive Committee meetings were provided for informational 
purposes. These minutes will remain in draft form until formally approved by the Executive 
Committee. 
 
WVLS V-CAT Steering Committee (Exhibits 17a, 17b) 
Katie Zimmermann reported on the March 13, 2026  meeting of the WVLS V-CAT Steering 
Committee. The committee approved a draft 2027 V-CAT Budget and Appropriations Plan, 
which includes a 5% increase over the 2025 budget. This proposal will next be reviewed by 
the V-CAT Council and is expected to return to the Board for consideration following Council 
approval. Zimmermann also reported that the committee reviewed proposed updates to the 
V-CAT Participation Agreement, including the introduction of a base fee and a transition plan 
to gradually implement changes through 2030. The committee also approved draft V-CAT 
share calculations based on the proposed methodology. She noted that further discussion 
and refinement will occur at the V-CAT Council level in upcoming meetings. 
 
2025 System Information and Public Library Statistics (Exhibit 18) 
Erica Brewster presented a draft version of the 2025 System Information and Public Library 
Statistics booklet, noting it is a pre-publication version pending final population data and 
review. She highlighted key themes, including a continued rebound in library visits, program 
attendance, and circulation following the pandemic, alongside ongoing growth in digital use, 
particularly e-audiobooks. Additional themes included a slight decline in registered 
cardholders with stable or increased use among active users, as well as continued financial 
pressures impacting library operations, including staffing reductions and declining materials 
expenditures. Printed copies of the booklet will be provided to the WVLS Board later this 
spring once all data sets are updated.  
 
 
 
LSTA GRANT UPDATE (Exhibit 19)  
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Josh Klingbeil reported on preliminary Library Services and Technology Act (LSTA) funding 
estimates for the upcoming grant cycle, noting that final allocations are pending 
confirmation from DPI. WVLS anticipates receiving Core System Services funding, which 
supports shared technology infrastructure and collaborative projects, often in partnership 
with other systems. He also highlighted a proposed accessibility subaward of approximately 
$10,000 per system, which may be combined across partner systems to support website 
accessibility work. Klingbeil further noted that WVLS serves only as the fiscal agent for a 
Collaborative Data Projects grant, a statewide initiative to support data dashboard access 
and usage.  
 
CONCERNS, COMMENTS, AND ANNOUNCEMENTS FROM AREA LIBRARY PERSONNEL 
AND TRUSTEES  
Judy Peterson shared updates from Antigo, noting recent staffing and governance changes, 
including new board members who are actively engaged and asking thoughtful questions. 
She expressed optimism about the board’s direction despite ongoing financial challenges 
and recent service adjustments. 
 
Jim Mildbrand mentioned that Clark County may explore consolidation of school and 
municipal libraries and noted the need for guidance resources to support those discussions. 
Staff members mentioned they would be able to provide checklist tools and consultation 
support. 
 
Brenda Walenton shared that revisions to board financial procedures will be needed to allow 
for an additional board-designated check signer, due to anticipated changes in board 
member availability. This update will be brought forward for approval at a future meeting. 
 
CALENDAR 

Public Library Association Conference in Minneapolis, MN: April 1-3, 2026 
WVLS Library Advisory Committee Meeting: Wednesday, April 8, 2025 
National Library Week, Theme is “Find Your Joy”: April 19-25, 2026 
Wisconsin Association of Public Libraries Conference in Elkhart Lake, Sheboygan: 
 April 27-28, 2026 
WVLS Board of Trustees meeting: Saturday, May 16, 2026 
American Library Association Conference and Exhibition in Chicago, IL:  
 June 25-29, 2026 

 
Sonja Ackerman/Jane Neal motion to adjourn. All aye. Motion carried. The meeting was 
adjourned at 12:15 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted by Emily Rogers, Meeting Recorder 
 



ITEM NUMBER: 11.10 
CHAPTER 11: Services 
CODE: Policy 

 

Title: Homebound Service Policy 
Effective Date: 11-24-86 
Authorized By: Library Board of Trustees/Library Director 
Date of Last Revision: 629-202617 

 
Homebound service is available on a case- byy -case basis to anyone living in Marathon 
County who is confined to home because of illness, accident, or disability.    
  

• A library card in good standing is required. 

• Deliveries are free to individual homes, nursing homes, elderly housing, and 
resident homes.    

• Most materials that are available to walk-in patrons are available to homebound 
patrons.   

 A library card in good standing is required; call Library Services Manager at 715-
261-7242 for special circumstances.. 

• Homebound patrons are expected to abide by MCPL circulation policies. Abuse or 
violation of policies may result in removal from the homebound program. 

 
Homebound service is facilitated by the Homebound Coordinator. is provided by tTrained 
volunteers assist in selection and delivery of items as directed by the Homebound 
Coordinator. Volunteers are selected through the Volunteer Program and follow applicable 
MCPL policies., coordinated by a staff member.    
 
Marathon County Public Library is not a service center for the Wisconsin Talking Book and 
Braille Library (WTBBL), but the MCPL Homebound Coordinator will: 

• Provide application forms. 

• Provide basic information and ways to contact WTBBL. 

• Return equipment and reading materials via post to WTBBL as a courtesy. 
 



ITEM NUMBER: 11.34 a-b 
CHAPTER 10: Services 
CODE: Policy 

 

Title:    Children’s Area Appropriate Use Policy 
Effective Date:  11/17/2011 
Authorized By:  Library Board of Trustees 
Date of Last Revision: 11/201146-2026 

 
Purpose: 
 
The Marathon County Public Library welcomes people of all ages to use its facilities and 
services, including children. The Library assumes neither responsibility nor liability for the 
care, supervision, safety, or behavior of children.  In an effort to ensure the safety and well- 
being of children, while also maintaining an environment aligned ensure use of Children’s 
Services consistent with our mission and values, the library asks patrons to follow the 
behavioral expectations below. maintain an atmosphere of constructive library use, the 
following policy regarding appropriate use of the Children’s Area is adopted.  Note:  
Marathon County Public Library Branches will apply the spirit of this policy in their own 
unique children’s areas. 
 
Policy: 
 
 Patrons utilizing the MCPL Cchildren’s area of any MCPL location are expected to 
follow the basic rules of behavior as defined in the MCPL’s Behavior in the Library Policy 
(7.57). The library assumes neither responsibility nor liability for the care, supervision, 
safety, or behavior of children. Patron’s responsible for children must supervise and guide 
the child’s behavior at all times. 
  
1. The materials, services, computers and equipment in MCPL the Marathon County 
Public Library Children’s area are intended for the use of children, their parents and 
caregivers, and others needing children’s materials and services for some specific purpose. 
 All other customers patrons are asked to use the adult areas of the library. 
2. Appropriate use of the cChildren’s area includes: 

• Respectful use of space and materials by children up to age 12. 

• Use by a parent or caregiver while accompanying a child in the library. Parents and 
caregivers must be within sight and sound of the child in their care and assisting the 
child in using library resources. 

 Use by children up birth to age 12.  
a. Use of the Early Literacy Center (ELC) by children up to age 5 and their families for 

the purpose of developing early literacy skills. 
b. Use by a parent or caregiver while accompanying a child in the library.   Parents and 

caregivers must should be within sight andor sound of the child in their care and 
assisting the child in using library resources. 

c.• Use by a teacher, day care provider, researcher, etc. in developing curricula or other 
resources related to children’s literature or materials. 

• Tour groups,  visiting librarians, library volunteers, teachers, city officials, trades 
people, or others visiting the cChildren’s area for business-related purposes. Staff 
may make exceptions on a case-by-case basis. 
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• Use of the Early Literacy Center (ELC) at MCPL-Wausau by children up to age 5 
and their families for the purpose of developing early literacy skills. 

  
 The materials, services, computers and equipment in the children’s area are 
intended for the use of children, their parents and caregivers, and others needing children’s 
materials and services for a specific purpose. 

• Any aAdults not accompanied by a child may in compliance will be asked to use the 
adult areas of the library. Noncompliance may result in loss of library privileges.the 
adult being banned from the library. 

  
 Inappropriate use of the cChildren’s area includes: 

• Not following the basic rules of behavior as defined in the Behavior in the Library 
Policy (7.57). 

• Personal parties or unauthorized events not associated with MCPL. 

d.• Unauthorizedapproved use of the MCPL-Wausau aquarium room. 
  
 Staff is authorized to enforce this policy. Staff may: 

• Ask athe patron to leave the children’s area. 

• Restrict computer usage. 

• Require supervision by a responsible parent or caregiver. 

• Determine appropriate restrictions on a case-by-case basis. 
  
3. Failure to appropriately use the children’s area or follow staff direction may result in 
the loss of library privileges for the child and/or parent/caregiver. being banned from the 
library., and may request that any persons using the children’s area inappropriately cease 
use of materials or services or leave the area. 
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Title:    Children’s Area Appropriate Use Policy 
Effective Date:  11/17/2011 
Authorized By:  Library Board of Trustees 
Date of Last Revision: 6-2026 

 
Purpose: 
 
The Marathon County Public Library welcomes people of all ages to use its facilities and 
services, including children. In an effort to ensure the well-being of children, while also 
maintaining an environment aligned with our mission and values, the library asks patrons to 
follow the behavioral expectations below.  
 
Policy: 
 
Patrons utilizing the children’s area of any MCPL location are expected to follow the basic 
rules of behavior as defined in the Behavior in the Library Policy (7.57). The library 
assumes neither responsibility nor liability for the care, supervision, safety, or behavior of 
children. Patrons responsible for children must supervise and guide the child’s behavior at 
all times. 
 
Appropriate use of the children’s area includes: 

• Respectful use of space and materials by children up to age 12. 

• Use by a parent or caregiver while accompanying a child in the library. Parents and 
caregivers must be within sight and sound of the child in their care and assisting the 
child in using library resources. 

• Use by a teacher, day care provider, researcher, etc. in developing curricula or other 
resources related to children’s literature or materials. 

• Tour groups, teachers, or others visiting the children’s area for business-related 
purposes. Staff may make exceptions on a case-by-case basis. 

• Use of the Early Literacy Center (ELC) at MCPL-Wausau by children up to age 5 
and their families for the purpose of developing early literacy skills. 

 
The materials, services, computers and equipment in the children’s area are intended for 
the use of children, their parents and caregivers, and others needing children’s materials 
and services for a specific purpose. 

• Adults not accompanied by a child may be asked to use the adult areas of the 
library. Noncompliance may result in loss of library privileges. 

 
Inappropriate use of the children’s area includes: 

• Not following the basic rules of behavior as defined in the Behavior in the Library 
Policy (7.57). 

• Personal parties or unauthorized events not associated with MCPL. 
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• Unauthorized use of the MCPL-Wausau aquarium room. 
 
Staff is authorized to enforce this policy. Staff may: 

• Ask a patron to leave the children’s area. 

• Restrict computer usage. 

• Require supervision by a responsible parent or caregiver. 

• Determine appropriate restrictions on a case-by-case basis. 
 
Failure to appropriately use the children’s area or follow staff direction may result in the loss 
of library privileges for the child and/or parent/caregiver. 
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